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Ben Green and Greenbackism 
Georgia 
Green* 


During the troublous and difficult period the eighteen- 
sixties and seventies many fantastic doctrines were promulgated 
and several revolutionary movements were set foot. One 
the most puzzling these was greenbackism that emerged 
the United States after the Civil War. More fanciful than its 
contemporaries Europe Marxian socialism Germany, co- 
operative anarchism France, revolutionary anarchism Rus- 
sia, Fenianism Ireland, and land nationalization England 
was more successful some respects than either, for left 
permanent contribution American economy legal tender 
currency. But, John Commons said, “green- 

ackism, provoked the conditions the sixties, was more 
than currency was industrial revolution. fact, ‘green- 
backism’ passed through two stages, the first, that the Na- 
tional Labor Union, 1867 1872; the second, that the Green- 
back Labor Party after 

Benjamin Edwards Green Dalton, Georgia, played inter- 
esting role both phases the movement. Ben E., was 
generally known, was the son Duff and Maria (Ed- 
wards) Green.? Born Elkton, Kentucky, February 
1822, was graduated from Georgetown College the age 
sixteen and then studied law the University Virginia. 
After being admitted the bar served for short time 
special counsel and collector for the United States Post Office 
Department. When still short his was appointed 
Secretary the Legation Mexico and, after the withdrawal 


Fletcher Green, native Georgia, Kenan Professor History 
the University North Carolina. 

John Commons and John Andrews, Labor Movement, In- 
troduction, pp. 33-34 [volume Documentary History American In- 
dustrial Society (10 vols. Cleveland, Ohio, 

See Fletcher Green, “Benjamin Edwards Green,” Dictionary Ameri- 
Biography (22 vols. New York, 1928-1944), VII, 538-539. 
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GREEN 


Waddy Thompson, became 1843 Charge d’Affaires; 
handled successfully the relations with Mexico, involving 
boundaries, claims, and the Mier expedition. 1849 the was 
sent President Zachary Taylor Special Agent the West 
Indies and Minister Plenipotentiary the Dominican Republic. 

After his return the United States 1850 settled 
Dalton, Georgia, organized the Dalton City Company, and be- 
came identified with the railroad and industrial development 
Northwest Georgia. During the Civil War served 
intendent his father’s Washington County, Tennessee, 
Works that were operated under contract with the Confederate 
Government. 

During the Reconstruction period, Green took active inter- 
est the effort organize labor. became editor The 
Peoples’ Weekly, published Washington, C., and devoted 
the interests “all who live honest industry, whether 
the counting house the field, the study the work- 
shop. advocate the rights, liberties and interests the 
people, who pay the taxes and bear the burdens 
wrote much for other newspapers, including the National 
View Washington and the Terre Haute Express, labor 
and currency problems. 1871 translated, edited and pub- 
lished with lengthy preface Adolph Granier Cassagnac, 
History the Working and Burger Classes. The preface 
published separate with the title The Irrepressible Conflict 
between Labor and Capital. This book attracted much atten- 
tion. was condemned the ground that Green expressed 
strong sectional prejudices when dealing with the institution 
slavery; but received warm praise from other quarters 
“exposure the deceit and treachery Northern politicians 
who seek control labor only order betray into the 
power Capitalists and monied 

1867, Green organized “The Farewell Address Lodge 
Co-operative Americans” Baltimore. wrote the general 
address, the constitution, and the by-laws this society and 
became permanent secretary the Green was 


Ben Green, “Salutatory,” The Peoples’ Weekly, March 21, 1868. 

Clippings the Trenton (N. J.) Gazette and the Washington Chronicle 
both undated, and an unedentified clipping from Lexington, Kentucky, of Novem- 
ber 1871. These are the Duff Green Papers, Southern Historical 
University North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill, 

The Farewell Address Lodge, No. Baltimore, Maryland, Co-Operative 
Americans (Baltimore, 1867) Manuscript minutes and records the organiza- 
are the Duff Green Papers, Southern Historical Collection, Chapel Hill, 


GREENBACKISM GEORGIA 


also instrumental organizing the sewing women and pattern 
cutters Baltimore. represented the Pattern Makers Union 
the Chicago Congress the National Labor Union 1867. 
this meeting, Green urged that the Union take stand the 
organization Negro labor. said “that the consideration 
the subject had been too long deferred already. well 
remembered that this very question was the root the re- 
bellion, which was the war the poor white man the South 


who forced the into the The Congress 


pointed committee consider the matter. Green also moved 
“that this Congress endorse and reiterate the resolution adopted 
the National Labor Congress Baltimore last year, the 
effect that the speedy restoration the agricultural industry 
the Southern States vital importance the industrial 
classes the North. [Therefore] Resolved, that the speedy 
restoration the Southern States their practical relations 
the Union indispensable the restoration their agricultural 
The resolution was adopted. Green was ap- 
pointed committee with William Sylvus, John 
Whaley (president and former president the Congress), and 
others investigate and report back the Congress the 
system Cooperative 

The National Labor Union paved the way for the Labor Re- 
form party which 1872 nominated David Davis and Joel 
Parker candidates for the presidency and vice-presidency. 
When both declined the nomination the party disintegrated. 
The disintegration the Labor party and the failure the 
two major parties satisfy the demands those who were 
opposed the demonetization silver and favored the con- 
tinuation greenbacks led the organization the Inde- 
apolis November, 1874, called consult upon such issue 
currency, the increasing influence corporations and financial 
interests government, and widespread corruption among 
governmental officials, was decided issue address the 
people, organize party called the Greenback party, 
and call nominating convention for the presidential elec- 
tion 1876. Cleveland, Ohio, convention March 11, 


Commons and Andrews, Labor Movement, 169, 186. 
7. Ibid., 190. 
194. 
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1875, formulated platform and appointed national com- 
And Detroit meeting, August 1875, recom- 
mended “the organization Greenback clubs every State 
the Union for the purpose out the principles 
and measures set forth the 

Peter Cooper New York and Samuel Cary Ohio, 
the candidates the party 1876 found place the ticket 
only five Southern states, with 3,498 votes polled Missouri 
being the But the fact that Cooper polled total 
nearly 82,000 votes throughout the nation gave the Green- 
back leaders hope for 1880. The Weekly lowa State Register, 
one the leading Greenback newspapers, predicted Janu- 
ary 17, 1879, that the party would carry Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas, together with enough Northern 
and Western states win the election. This prediction was 
made the strength the work Marcus “Brick” Pome- 
roy, who had been appointed chairman the National Commit- 
tee for organizing Greenback clubs. Pomeroy’s committee pub- 
lished and distributed thousands tracts, including “Meat for 
Men” and “Hot Drops,” that were characterized the con- 
servative press the major parties “communistic, inflama- 
tory and 

But more important was Pomeroy’s work organizing Green- 
back clubs. Despite the fact that charged fee for each 
charter, Pomeroy claimed have chartered more than four 
thousand clubs 1878, many then the Southern states. His 

lan was place well-known leaders charge the work 
their respective states. Influenced doubt Ben Green’s 
work with the National Labor and the Co-operative movements, 
Pomeroy placed Green charge organizing clubs Georgia, 
having returned Dalton, 1868. 

Green’s first work was lay the groundwork selecting 
his associates and writing series articles the currency 
question and the Greenback party published leading 
states dailies well the national Greenback organ. The 
following letter illustrates the plan and its difficulties Georgia. 

Fred Emory Haynes, James Baird Weaver (Iowa City, 1919) 94, 102; Fred 
Emory Haynes, Third Party Movements Since the Civil War, With Special Refer- 


ence Iowa. Study Social (Iowa City, 1916), 105-107. 
10. Haynes, Third Party Movements, 111 


Thomas Hudson McKee, The National Conventions and Platforms 


11. 
Political Parties, 1789 1900. Convention, Popular and Vote (Third 
Edition Baltimore, 1900), 179 


12. Haynes, James Baird Weaver, 106; Haynes, Third Party Movements, 114. 
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Atlanta, Geo. 
March 11th, 1878. 
Co. Ben Green 
Dalton, Geo. 


Dear Sir: 


have had your three articles “The Golden Calf” posses- 
sion since last Tuesday the 5th inst. which day wrote note 
for them peremptorily, their publication was not commenced 
had reason expect. They failed return “Layman” giving 
reason that they had mislaid it.13 

saw Howard Williams tried get them The Tribune, but 
says they are too long. could get them The “Independent” 
Harris’ paper, but presume would best return them 
you and let you send them some paper with more extensive 
circulation. When they are published want four five copies 
each article. Please arrange for get them. The Savannah 
“News” almost right, but somewhat equivocal rather weak 
the question. don’t know the extent their circulation. 
presume that the Augusta Constitutionalist has good circulation, but 
entirely wrong. would like see them published some paper 
having large circulation the South reason for referring 
these papers. 

Williams showed letter from you reference business 
connection, also conversed with twice. would like see you 
charge the editorial department the paper, and two papers 
ought pay here, but would take some money and judicious man- 
agement.14 expect that Williams has money that his Colum- 
bus expectations are based uncertainties, and doubt 
casting around for the best monied arrangement that can make 
regardless the political character the party that will come 
his aid. believe wants Greenback man and get his paper 
that line, but would not scruple take the other side should 
the opportunity the shape money offer. His editor, Henry Jones,15 
writes some pretty fair articles favor repealing the resumption 
Act did favoring remonetizing silver, but not sound 
greenbacks. 

hope that you will succeed making some favorable arrangement 
for yourself and also for the cause that you ably espouse, and 
would much prefer see you Atlanta any other place. 


These articles had been submitted the Atlanta Constitution but its 
partisan Democratic editors Evan Howell and Henry Grady refused 
publish them. They were later published one the Greenback 

14. addition his Atlanta and Columbus daily newspapers, Howard 
Williams published the Atlanta Gazette, literary and society weekly. Williams 
bought the Gazette 1878 from its founder Henry Grady. See Isaac 
Avery, The History Georgia from 1850 the Three 
portant, Epochs: The Decade Before the War 1861-5; The War; The Period 
Reconstruction, with Portraits the Leading Public Men thie (New 

ork, 1881), 588, 617. 

15. Jones had served the staff the Macon Telegraph and 
Messenger before with Williams’ newspapers and continued write after 
leaving Williams. Isaac Avery said 1881 that Jones was “still browsin 
daily newspaperdom, though not editing “he one the truest man 
most graphic writers the Georgia press.” History Georgia, 610, 613. Such 
high praise from such stanch Bourbon Democratic editor sufficient 
that Jones never became Greenbacker. 


| 


Gen. yourself think could wake things Georgia. 
sent you copy the Tribune containing your article signed 
Greenbacker old fashioned Democrat.” enclose you this, 
Gen. Carey’s letter yourself. 
Yours hastily 
DANIEL 


Green’s first effort organizing Greenback club was 
his home town Dalton. The complete record from the initial 
meeting June 28, 1878, the final receipt the national 
charter from Marcus Pomeroy July reads 


Dalton Georgia June 28th 1878 


meeting citizens Dalton for the purpose organizing 
National Green Back Club—On motion was agreed that Ben 
Green act Chairman and Camp Secretary—The object the 
meeting was stated [by Green] and the following officers were elected 
temporarily until charter may procured. Ben Green, Chief, 
Murray vice Chief, Camp Secretary and Erwin 
Treasurer. 

The Secretary was requested colect ten cents from each mem- 
ber for charter and other incidental expenses. 

committee Eight was appointed the Chief solicit citizens 
who may sympathy with the party join the Club. 

The Club then adjourned meet next Monday July ist 
Good Templers Hall o’clock 

List Members Ben Green Chief pd. Camp Secretary pd. 


field pd. Hooker pd. 


Dalton, Ga. July 1st 1878 


The National Green Back Club met. Present all except Vice Chief 
Murray 


The Platform the party was read the Chief19 and the follow- 
Henderson Martin The Secretary colected thirty cents and 
turned over the Treasurer. After exchange opinions the 
Club adjourned meet next Monday night Good Templers Hall 

Ben Green Chief Camp Sec. 


16. Henry Charles Carey Philadelphia was one the best known pub- 
and economists the United States. and the Greens, Ben and 
Duff, often exchanged views on such topics as the tariff and currency. Their 
letters greenbacks and currency 1877-78 were widely reprinted the 
newspapers of the country. 

17. The Pittman letter the Duff Green Papers, Southern Historical Col- 
lection, Chapel Hill, N. C. 


18. The manuscript records are the Duff Green Papers, Southern Historical 
Collection, Chapel Hill, N. C. 

19. After reading the platform, Green gave brief discussion its meaning 
to the American people. He felt it necessary to defend the Greenbackers against 
the charges communism and closed his discussion with the rhetorical ques- 
tion: “Is not the above platform a sufficient answer to all who charge The 
National party with Manuscript Duff Green Papers, Southern 
Historical Collection, Chapel Hill, 
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Dalton, Ga. July 8th 1878 


Club met o’clock Ben Green Chief present and other 
officers present. 
The minutes was read and the Sect. colected Eighty cents turned 
over Treasurer and the Treasurer the Chief Procure charter 
The Chief then read some original Green Back doctrin 
yrs. ago.20 After the reading the folowing members inrolled. 


motion was agreed meet Friday next o’clock 
Ben Green Chief Camp Sec. 


Dalton Ga. July 12th 1878 
Club met. Present Chief, Vice Chief Secretary Treasurer. 

The Chief reported that sent for the Charter which will 
doubt here next meeting after which the folowing members 
were inrolled 

The Chief then read the Platform the Democratic Party 
Missouri faivor National Currency and against National Banks 
All the Platform the Democratic Party Michigan faivor 
Hard Money all reply the Platform Indiana 

The Chief then made some remarks for the Benefit the Club. 


The Secretary collected thirty cents for which the Treasurer re- 
ceipted the Secretary. 


Dalton July 12th 1878. 

Erwin, Treas. 
Club closed meet Friday eavning 19th o’clock 

Ben Green Chief Camp Sec. 
Received Camp cents from the Club for Charter Pur- 
poses 

The July 8th 1878 


Dalton July 19th 1878 


Club met opened Chief. Present all officers. After which the 

motion was ordered that they into election officers 
Ballot 
For Chief the Following nominated 

Humphrey 11111 11111 11111 11111 11—22 Elected President 

Tibbs 11111 1111 
For Vice Chief 


20. Green made much John Calhoun’s views the currency his 
writings Greenback doctrines. published numerous letters the news- 
papers made largely extracts from Calhoun’s speeches and writings 
Typical such Ben Green, Opinions John Calhoun and 
Thomas Jefferson the Subject Paper Currency. Dedicated the People of. 
the United States, and especially that large body them whom necessity 
severely felt, although little understood, has driven seek relief Trades’ 
Unions and the Organization Known the Grangers (n.p. n.d.), pages. 
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Murray was elected Aclamation Vice President 
For Scribe 


Ben Green was elected Aclamation Secretary 
For Treasurer 


Wright 11111 11111 11111 1111— elected Treasurer 


The Treasurer twenty cents for lights 

The Secretary received one dollar twenty cents 

Dalton July 19th 1878 

and twenty cents 

Wright, Trea. 

Committee was apointed notify Mr. Humphrey his Election— 

Committee apointed Laws 


Committee Room 


The Council adjourned meet Good Templers Hall next Friday 


Ben Green Chief Camp, Secretary. 


interesting note that the short period three weeks 
forty-two members had been enrolled the Greenback club 
Dalton. worth noting also that the membership list con- 
tains names the more prosperous and well-to-do citizens 
the town. Green himself had been forced apply for special 
pardon because his estate was valued more than $20,000. 
Others the group were preachers, merchants, business men, 
and manufacturers. 

One the leading political figures Georgia during the 
seventies and eighties was William Felton Cartersville, 
Georgia. raised the standard 
revolt against the Bourbon Democratic machine the Seventh 
Congressional District Georgia 1874 and won surprising 
victory. 1876 and again 1878 won overwhelming vic- 
Since had fought the regular Democratic machine 
and since had championed some the major views the 
Greenback party, Green wrote him 1878 with the hope 
securing him ally the party. Felton chose continue 


21. For brief sketch Felton see Robert Preston Brooks, “William Har- 
Felton,” Dictionary American Biography, VI, 


GREENBACKISM GEORGIA 


the fight Independent Democrat, but his reply Green 


interesting document Georgia Greenbackism. reads 


Cartersville, Geo. 
Sep. 23rd 1878. 
Col. Ben Green, Chairman. 


submit the following synopsis views upon the financial 
policy that should control our Federal 

ist would remark that these views are all more permanently 
expressed recorded votes and speeches found the Con- 
gressional Record the 44th and 45th Congress. 

favor the immediate repeal the act requiring specie 
payments the day Jan. 1879. 

believe that the exclusive function the General Govern- 
ment coin and create money, and regulate its value, and all 
bank issues designed circulate money should suppressed. 

The circulating medium whether metal paper shall stamped 
the Govt. and made full legal tender for all debts, duties and 
taxes the United States its stamped value. 

There shall privileged class creditors—official salaries— 
pensions, bonds and all other debts and obligations public and private, 
shall discharged the legal tender money the United States 
strictly according the stipulations the laws under which they 
contracted. 


That the coinage silver placed upon the same footing that 
gold. 

Congress shall provide said money adequate the full employ- 
ment labor, the equitable distribution its products and the re- 
quirements business, fixing minimum amount per capita the 
population near may and otherwise regulating use and 
equitable provisions law that the rate interest will secure 
labor its just reward. 

inconsistent with the genius popular Government that any 
species private property should exempt from bearing its just 
share the public burdens. Government bonds should taxed 
precisely other property and graduated income tax should 
levied for the support the Government and the payment its debts. 

You perceive that the above almost the exact language the 
first, second, third, fourth and fifth articles the Toledo platform 
the National Greenback party. 


reelected Congress, shall continue the future have 
the past advocate and vote for the above. 


Your obedient Servant. 
FELTON 


Green’s fame Greenback leader Georgia caused the 
national Greenback men look him for assistance further- 
ing the cause throughout the South. Among other things 
was called upon plan tours for Greenback speakers. The 


22. The original Felton letter the Duff Green Papers, Southern Historical 
Collection, Chapel Hill, 
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following from Daniel Harris, Denver, Colorado, 
illustrates this phase the work. 


Denver, Colo. 


Oct. 11, 1879. 
Col. Ben Green, Chairman 


Dalton, Ga. 
Dear Sir: 


your recent letter the Natl View24 Washington was 
much pleased see you are Greenbacker, all Southern Demo- 
crats and patriots everywhere should be. have not visited the 
South for several years but from what glean from the papers 
appears there improvement your section, however trust 
you are prospering. 

chairman the Greenback State Central Committee25 re- 
cently invited Saml Wood editor and publisher the National Era, 
Emporia,26 Kas. come Colorado and make few speeches for us, 
and while here suggested him that would write some the 
Southern Greenbackers advising them invite him visit the 
South soon after the Kansas election Nov. 3d, and speak from 
times each the States, commencing with Arkansas and Texas 
and ending with Va. and Maryland. able and well posted 
speaker have our party, fact has not superior 
the United States and will our cause great good where ever 
speaks, besides want show the people the North that 
Northern man can canvass the South opposition the Democratic 
party, and will write Genl West,27 Holly Springs, Miss., that 
must have him make speech Yazoo City invited Miss. 
have also written Hon. Casey Young, Memphis, Tenn. John McCoy, 
Austin, Texas, and Ludwig Geissler, New Orleans, La. suggesting 
that they invite him their respective States and that with you 
they will take steps have him invited the other Southern States 
for will more bring about political revolution, start the 
people thinking, and cause our party have full representation 
our National Convention next year than any other dozen men you 
could get address the Southern people. 

have also written the National View Washington, C., letter 
for publication calling the attention the Southern Greenbackers 


The original Harris letter the Duff Green Papers, Southern His- 
torical Collection, Chapel Hill, N. C. 

24. The National View was leading advocate Greenback principles. 
Green was a frequent contributor to its columns. 

25. Dennis Harris was not only chairman the Colorado Greenback Cen- 
tral Committee but also editor of The Financial Era a weekly Greenback news- 
paper Denver. 

26. Samuel Wood removed from Missouri Kansas 1855 and became 
forthright “free man. took active part the organization 
the free state government, was speaker the House Representatives 1877, 
and an active Greenback leader. He was a Greenback elector in 1880, candi- 
date for Congress in 1882 and 1884, and also editor of the Kansas State 
Journal. was declared elected Congress 1884, but contest lost his 
seat. See D. W. Wilder, The Annals of Kansas. New Edition, 1541-18&5 
(ieee. Kansas, 1885), 41, 760, 887, 987, 996, 1056. 

27. Alanson M. West was born in Alabama in 1818 but removed to Holmes 
County, Mississippi, 1837. served Whig both houses the state 
legislature. Opposed to secesion he nevertheless became a brigadier general 
state troops during the Civil War. After the war became president 
the Mississippi Central Railroad. He was a leader of the Grange and a forth- 
right Greenbacker. was nominated for the vice presidency the Green- 
back party 1884. 
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the proposed visit Colonel Wood and suggesting them invite 
him all the Southern States. you think well this mention 
your Greenback State Committee and other active workers and 
write Colonel Samuel Wood, Emporia, Kansas. 

Whenever may able serve you this direction command 
and write. Kind regards for yourself and family. 


Your friend 
DENNIS HARRIS 


Col. Wood newspaper man which enables him travel 
free passes half rate tickets. Most the Rail Roads the 
West pass him free and suppose the Southern roads would the 
same would write that section. 


HARRIS. 


The question whether support the Greenback candi- 
dates throw their strength Winfield Scott Hancock 
the Democratic nominee 1880 was disturbing one the 
Georgia Greenbackers. was the major point involved the 
call for state Greenback convention. Ben Green was him- 
self undecided which would the wiser policy. was 
inclined the view that the best policy would support 
Hancock, but finally concluded that state convention should 
called and that the convention should make the decision. 
wrote letter Parker, Chairman the state com- 
mittee, which analyzed the situation would affect 
the election, the interests the Greenback party Georgia, 
the South, and the nation. The letter reads 


Dalton, Ga. 
July 1880. 
Parker 
Chn Comtee National Party, Douglas Co. Ga. 
Dear Sir 


Yours 5th inst., inviting the Greenbackers Whitfield County 
unite with you call for convention meet Atlanta 
early day put electoral ticket the field received. 

decidedly favor the call; and, chiefly, because the 
present anomalous and unprecedented situation Greenbackers may 
honestly differ and agree disagree the expediency bringing 
general engagement now deferring the main battle until 1884. 
Strong arguments may presented for either course. But should 
take counsel together and if, consultation, should deemed 
best postpone the general battle all along the line, owe 
ourselves and our friends other States, and the cause, issue 
our explanatory address that our action may fully understood both 
home and abroad. 

The nominations Garfield and Hancock are the beginning 


28. Green’s copy the original letter the Duff Green Papers, Southern 
Historical Collection, Chapel Hill, 
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the end. For the first time our history, the so-called Republican 
party have nominated for the highest office man infamous char- 
acter, the finding his own party friends. cannot said that 
the charges bribery, corruption office and perjury, proved against 
Garfield Republican committee Republican House Repre- 
sentatives are Democratic slanders. Yet this infamy was condoned 
the party sectional hate chiefly because Garfield, 1867, pro- 
posed “indict, try, convict and hang every rebel traitor the 
South”;—to “write the laws (for the readmission the Southern 
States the Union) with steel pen made out bayonet”; and 
“to place civil government before the people the rebel States and 
cordon bayonets behind them.” 

the other hand the called Democratic party have nominated 
for the same high office man character absolutely pure,—more 
nearly approaching that “The Father his Country” than any 
President since Washington;—one who armed opponent com- 
manded the highest respect the Southern people, and conqueror 
afterwards won nobler victory over their hearts his magnanimous 
conduct and manly regard for their rights and feelings. 

Under these circumstances many our friends insist that, against 
Genl Hancock, can not expect poll the tenth part the Green- 
back strength this State, and that the only effect our putting 
out ticket and failing develope our real strength now will 
injure the cause 1884. 

Unless the people the North West have become “universally 
debauched and bribed,” John Adams anticipated might time 
come pass, Hancock’s victory over Garfield will such Waterloo 
defeat that the so-called Republican party will pieces and dis- 
appear. Indeed that process disintegration has already begun. The 
result will that four-fifths their rank and file and two-thirds 
the Democrats will come the Greenbackers 1884. Then can 
presented the issue: which are the genuine Democrats and genuine 
Republicans? Those, who vote and legislate the interest the 
bankers, bond-holders and monopolists, those who vote and legis- 
late for the people? 

true, set forth the printed resolutions enclosed your 
letter, that “the pure principles democracy enunciated Jeffer- 
son and enforced Jackson have been subverted enforce the 
nefarious ends oligarchy bankers, gold grabbers and corpora- 
tions, who through the corrupting influence money, have obtained 
control the machinery both the old political parties.” 

also true that the platform planned Cincinnati29 was dictated 
by, and for the benefit of, the bankers, gold gamblers bond holders. 
Yet there much reason hope that when elected the people, 
Hancock will the peoples’ and not the Bankers’ President his 
democracy prove the genuine article. see that the National 
View says that “has tender side the soft money lunatics.” 
unfortunately should disappointed this, can make the 
fight 1884 with certainty carrying Georgia overwhelming 
majority. 

much for the views those our friends who are disposed 
ignore the presidential contest and confine their efforts the Con- 
gressional elections. Others, who wish put electoral ticket 
the field once, give good reasons follows: 

That due ourselves, our friends other States 


29. The Democratic Convention met Cincinnati, Ohio, June 22-24, 1880. 
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and the Greenback nominees, even tho’ the risk 
signal failure bring out our strength this State. 

While will way endanger Hancock’s election any 
the Southern States will encourage our friends other 
States make fight there, which, does not give any 
those States Weaver, will aid Hancock carry some them 
which would otherwise lose. victory for Hancock 1880 
the first step toward Greenback victory 1884. will 
effect capture destruction the enemy’s outer works, 


clearing the way for carry the inner works the next 
assault. 


That Weaver’s candidacy will benefit, and not injure, Hancock 
clearly proven the statistics given yesterday’s Constitution, 
“of 39,415 Greenback votes cast Indiana 1878, less than 5000 
were taken from the Democratic party.” will all the other 
Western States; and now, all times, when the nomination such 
man Garfield suggesting many Republicans the question, 
“Where shall go?” friends the South should seek 
strengthen Weaver the West every honorable means. Then 
why should the Greenbackers Georgia hesitate put out elec- 
toral ticket for Weaver from fear injuring Hancock? 

convince. But let the Convention decide what best done. 


Yours truly 
BEN GREEN 


state convention was held Atlanta and Greenback elec- 
toral ticket was nominated, was the case every Southern 
state except Florida and Virginia. But Green had predicted 
most Georgians voted for Hancock and carried the state 
with vote 102,470; Garfield polled 54,086, while Weaver 
received mere 969 votes. Even Texas, home state the Green- 
back vice presidential candidate, gave Weaver and Chambers 
only 27,405 votes. all the former slave-holding states the 
Greenbackers received only 107,451; while the Democratic vote 
1,533,326 and the Republican The Green- 
backers were greatly disappointed their poor showing, and 
organizers and leaders began lose heart. The party nominated 
the notorious Benjamin Butler for President and Alanson 
West Mississippi for Vice President 1884, but they re- 
ceived mere handful votes the Southern states. Texas 
which gave Weaver 27,405 votes 1884 gave Butler only 
3,321 1884. Georgia cast only 145 Greenback votes 1884 
and Mississippi, homestate the Vice Presidential candidate, 
did not even place the Greenback candidates’ names the 
ticket. The Greenback party quietly passed out existence. 


30. McKee, The National Conventions and Platforms All Parties, 198. 


Rebecca Latimer Felton, Political 
Independent 


Bone 


Rebecca Latimer, daughter Charles and Eleanor Latimer, 
was born June 10, 1835, her father’s plantation, DeKalb 
County, Georgia, ten miles from the present town Decatur. 
Charles Latimer owned and operated tavern and country 
store called Latimer’s crossroads. politics was Whig 
and his daughter recalled reading the Southern Recorder, the 
outstanding Whig paper the state. religion the Latimers 
were devout Methodists, and Rebecca retained vivid memories 
the many revivals she attended. 

Schooling began early for Rebecca Latimer. When she was 
five the community decided establish school. Her father 
gave the site and the neighbors erected building. After three 
years, however, the school burned and the Latimers sent their 
daughter Oxford where she boarded the home one 
Reverend Simmons and attended Miss Hayes’ school. Here 
Rebecca Latimer studied music with one Guttenberger, and 
the age eight played “The Blue Bells Scotland” school 

order that their daughter might acquire better education, 
Charles Latimer moved his family Decatur where Rebecca 
attended academy established and directed Doctor John 
Wilson. 1850 Rebecca Latimer entered the Madison 
Female College, Methodist institution, and was graduated 
1852 sharing first honors with classmate.? She took the entire 
course study including such subjects French, pencil draw- 
ing, and lessons both the piano and guitar. She -was very 
fond music and sang, well played the piano. 

was customary for women her day Rebecca Latimer 
married young, being only eighteen years age when she mar- 
ried William Harrell Felton, physician twelve years her senior. 


Josephine Bone Floyd (Mrs. Joe Floyd), native Georgia, now resides 
Williamsburg, Va. She received the degree Master Arts from the Uni- 
North Carolina. 


Latimer Felton, Country Life Georgia the Days 
Youth (Atlanta, 1919), 60. 

ean Biography (New York, 1931) VI, 318. 
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Felton was born Oglethorpe County, June 19, 1823, the only 
child John and Mary Felton.* The Felton family moved 
Athens where William Felton attended Franklin College 
and was graduated 1842. studied medicine with Doctor 
Richard Moore, established physician, and then studied 
the Medical College Georgia Augusta from which 
was graduated 1844, the valedictorian his class. Doctor 
Felton began the practice medicine Bartow County. The 
strain proved too much for his health, however, and aban- 
doned his practice for farming 1847. Doctor Felton was 
licensed local preacher the Methodist Church 1848 and 
for nearly fifty years filled appointments without remuneration. 
Although Felton was not regular minister, was extraordin- 
arily effective During the Civil War, Felton 
served volunteer surgeon and around Macon, where the 
had been forced 

The relations the Feltons were unusually happy. Those 
who knew them state that Mrs. Felton was extremely devoted 
the doctor. They had five children although only one, How- 
ard Felton, reached maturity. 

the close the Civil War the Feltons, common with 
many people the South, were economically destitute. They 
left Macon and returned Bartow County, find their farm 
ruins. This section Georgia had experienced the hea 
fighting the Johnston-Sherman campaigns and knew fully 
the horrible aftermath war. Mrs. Felton, however, courage- 
ously assisted her husband with the work the farm. They 
established school Cartersville, where Mrs. Felton taught 
mathematics and music. Mrs. Felton says: “We had eighty 
pupils, and came enjoy the work very much. Salaries were 
almost non-existent. Food was poor and scanty. But got 
along 

was during these trying circumstances the postwar years 
that the Feltons acquired the sympathetic understanding the 
poor, lower middle-class farmers which led them the forefront 
the Independent Democratic movement protest against 
the Bourbon Democratic machine and its alliance with the busi- 
ness interests Georgia. 


“William Harrell Felton,” Dictionary American Biography, 
Ibid. 


5. R. L. Felton, My Memoirs of Georgia Politics (Atlanta, 1911), 11-13. 
Felton, Romantic Story Georgia’s Women (Atlanta, 1930), 23. 
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The political group, commonly termed Bourbons, was the 
dominating influence Georgia from the restoration home 
rule the 1870’s the agrarian revolt the 1890’s. The Bour- 
bon Democrats Georgia clung the Confederate tradition 
glorious past, and embraced the “New South” philosophy 
Henry Grady. They were combination the former planter 
aristocracy, who were practical turn mind, and the new 
business elements Georgia. Their political program consisted 
maintaining perfect solidarity through white supremacy. The 
Bourbons argued that the Negro must forever kept his 
place the shattering effects Negro-Republican rule were 
Although there were statesmen among the Bour- 
bon Democrats who had sincere concern for the public wel- 
fare, there were many who were ready resort graft and 
corruption. “The organized democracy swarmed with office 
seekers; ring-rule throve,” and the state administration smacked 
government the few for the benefit the business 
Only Robert Toombs and Alexander Stephens, among the 
ante-bellum leaders Georgia, continued men influence. 
Stephens served Congress until 1882 and Toombs took 
prominent part the Constitutional Convention 
were not accord with the Bourbon leadership the Demo- 
cratic party, but Stephens was the name harmony 
unite the party and run for governor The real 
rulers the Democratic party Georgia were the famous 
triumvirate Joseph Brown, Alfred Colquitt, and John 
Gordon. “These three individuals practically controlled the 
politics Georgia from 1872 1890. Either Colquitt Gordon 
held the governorship during the major part the period and 
either Gordon Brown held one the United States senator- 
ships. Colquitt held the other after the expiration his term 

The Southern Piedmont, section small farmers, lesser 
business men and the debtor classes general, furnished the 
ground for the first germs political insurgency and revolt 
Coulter, Short History (Chapel Hill, 1933), 363-364. 
Memories Georgia Politics, 1-10, 


Felton, Memoirs Georgia 68; Amanda Johnson, Georgia 
State (Atlanta, 1938), 572; Arnett, The Populist Movement 

eorgia, 20-21. 

Woodward, Tom Watson: Agrarian Rebel, 55; Arnett, The Populist Move- 
ment, Georgia, 24; Felton, Memoirs Georgia Politics, 361-365. 

10. Arnett, The Populist Movement Georgia, 30. 
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against the Bourbons. The people North Georgia were 
isolated, provincial, and scornful any ruling class town 
politicians. Intensely individualistic and democratic all their 
relations, they put little emphasis adherence the Democratic 
party for reasons social expediency. Many had formerly op- 
posed secession and the percentage Negroes was small 
(most North Georgia farmers had been non-slave holders) ap- 
peals the necessity white supremacy carried very little 
weight with contemporary historian remarked: 
“The people mountain sections seem have natural pro- 
clivity that loose wearing political trammels that makes 
party independentism was these independents, fore- 
runners the Populists two decades later, that Doctor Wil- 
liam Felton organized and led victory the contest with 
the Bourbons. entered the race for Congress Inde- 
pendent Democrat the Seventh District. His race, well 
that Emory Speer the Ninth District, was protest 
against Bourbon control, against machine politics, and against 
the new alliance planters and big business men. Alex 
Arnett, careful student this period Georgia history, 
declares: Independent movement arose 1874 and for 
time seriously threatened permanent division the white 
vote. This movement was many respects forerunner 
Populism. The underlying causes the two were essentially 
the same though economic matters were the whole less em- 
phasized the former case and were probably less widely ap- 

Dr. Felton had had some previous political experience. His 
early political affiliations were with the Whig party, and 
1851 had been Whig representative the Georgia legisla- 
ture from Cass County. But from 1874 onward was 
the center one bitter political struggle after another; and Mrs. 
Felton was always his side his campaign manager. con- 
temporary states that Mrs. Felton was great help her 
husband. Observing that Dr. Felton made headway, this 
writer declared: “His wife, very comely lady, fearless, positive, 
managing, born politician, vigorous writer and tireless 
worker gave him wonderful was novel 


11. Ibid., 33-34. 
Avery, History the State Georgia, 1850-1881 (New York, 1881), 


13. Arnett, The Populist Movement Georgia, 33. 
14. Avery, History the State Georgia, 1850-1881, 512. 
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sight see woman actively participating political cam- 
paign Georgia, even though was her husband’s and the 
newspapers the state were not pleased with the situation. 
The Tri-Weekly Courier, referring Mrs. Felton’s attendance 
political meeting declared: “The disgusting spectacle one 
two white ladies rough and tumble political meeting 
was seen for the first time the city yesterday. This may 
very nice the higher circles Washington, but doesn’t 
exactly come the Southern standard And 
the Thomasville Times reminded Mrs. Felton that the traditional 
for women was the home. Said the editor: “We sincere- 
trust that the example set Mrs. Felton will not followed 
Southern ladies. Let the dirty work politics confined 
men. bad enough for them engage it, but infinitely 
worse for women. There higher, nobler, purer sphere for 
women; let her fill 

Mrs. Felton was herself not unmindful the fact that she 
was shattering tradition. She describes her entry into politics 
follows: “My first contact with polities came 1874. There 
was opposition the Democratic nominee for Congress, and 
Doctor Felton June announced his candidacy Inde- 
pendent. found myself suddenly the thick campaign. 
did not stop think what radical change this was for 
young woman reared old-fashioned Southern plantation, 
where woman was viewed only ornament and house- 
hold 

Nevertheless, seemed natural Mrs. Felton that she should 
support her husband. She took extremely active part the 
campaign: she made speaking appointments for Dr. Felton; she 
wrote letters for him; she answered newspaper attacks upon 
him, which she signed with the pseudonyms “Wool Hat,” 
“Plow Boy,” “Farmer,” “Countryman;” and she planned the 
speeches his supporters. Mrs. Felton was regarded many 
the real brains the Independent Democratic 
tradition says that she even wrote the doctor’s speeches. But 
this unlikely. study her speeches and those Doctor 


15. Tri-Weekly Courier (Rome, Georgia), October 12, 1876. 

16. Thomasville Times, n.d., Scrapbook No. 16, 1879-1883, the 
University Georgia. All scrapbooks hereafter cited are the Library 
the University Georgia. 

1 Felton, Romantic Story of Georgia’s Women, 25. 

18. Atlanta n.d., Scrapbook No. 16, Augusta Chroni- 
cle and Constitutionalist, n.d., Scrapbook No, 14, 1879 
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Felton shows that they wrote entirely different styles. Doctor 
Felton, rule, wrote logically and scholarly while Mrs. Fel- 
ton’s speeches and letters were extremely vindictive and emo- 
tional. 

Doctor Felton’s opponent 1874 was Leander Newton Tram- 
mell, the regular Democratic There was widespread 
opposition Trammell because was rumored that was the 
candidate the Atlanta machine controlled The 
campaign centered the disclosure Dr. Felton Tram- 
mell’s connection with the fraudulent bond issue the Bullock 
regime. Trammell was forced admit having received $7,500 
for lobbying for the Brunswick and Albany Railroad, and this 
admission greatly weakened him with the The 
Democratic committee now became alarmed the turn events. 
proposed that both Felton and Trammell withdraw from the 
race and allow the committee decide the nominee. This 
proposition Doctor Felton declined. Trammell, however, with- 
drew, and Colonel Dabney replaced him the candidate 
the Democratic strengthen their waning cause 
the Bourbons sent Senator John Gordon into the Seventh 
District speak Dabney’s behalf. that Senator 
Gordon was coming the Seventh, Mrs. Felton wrote him 
asking intended speak against Doctor Felton. Gordon 
replied October 24, 1874 that was leaving soon for South 
Georgia and could not state when would return. The next 
Saturday, however, was Rome speaking for Dabney. Mrs. 
Felton replied what she termed Gordon’s abuse her hus- 
band and called him consumate 

Despite the overwhelming opposition the organized Demo- 
cratic party Doctor Felton was elected majority 1,442 
Bartow County, his home county, and between five and 
six hundred majority Cobb County. 

Felton was reelected 1876 2,500 majority and 1878 
majority 1,350. 1878 Felton’s opponent was Judge 


19. William Northen, ed., Men Mark Georgia (Atlanta, 1907-1911), 
153. 

20. Arnett, The Populist Movement Georgia, 34; Johnson, Georgia 
Colony and State, 586. 

21. Felton, Memoirs Georgia Politics, 148; Woodward, Tom Watson: 
Agrarian Rebel, 68; Johnson, Georgia Colony and State, 586. 

22. Felton, Memoirs Georgia Politics, 149; Avery, History Georgia 
from 1850-1881, pp. 512-513. 
23. John Gordon Felton, October 24, 1874, Felton Papers, University 
Georgia Library. 
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George Both Stephens and Toombs now supported 
Felton; and Benjamin Hill, although refused take sides, 
spoke Felton’s “fidelity and And although Lester 
made good race Felton proved too much for him and retained 
his 

1880 the Bourbons determined rid the state Inde- 
pendency once and for all. Benjamin Hill, after conference 
with prominent Democratic leaders, proposed that the party 
leave Felton unopposed his district provided would prom- 
not run again. This suggestion Felton His op- 
ponent this time was Judson Clement and, sharp contrast 
previous years, the campaign was quiet, dignified, and devoid 
the surprise the state Clement was 
elected. Mrs. Felton charged that the election was full 
fraudulent practices particularly Floyd County. She declared 
that “Crowds men were kept back, particularly poor men. 
They had but short time leave their work, and many were 
never allowed reach the ballot-box all. But there was 
side entrance Rome where Clement voters could hand over 
their ballots, and they were shoved reach the box with 

Dr. Felton’s record for the three terms served Congress 
was outstanding. served the important Ways and Means 
Committee, and the Commerce Committee, and the Commit- 
tee Mines and Mining. His speeches Congress many 
ways foreshadow Populism. Dr. Felton opposed specie resump- 
tion and introduced bill (H. No. 385) compel national 
banks recognize and receive the standard legal tender silver 
dollar equivalent value the gold coins the United 
Felton recognized the conflict between industrial 
creditor group and the debtor agrarian classes. attacked the 
moneyed monopoly who were exploiting the true producers 
wealth, the agricultural group.** 

Mrs. Felton thoroughly enjoyed the years from 1874 1880 
which she spent Washington secretary her husband. 
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She says: found the new life Washington fascinating. 
formed the interest politics which remains with this day. 
learned how husband’s bills, and kept track 
the House calendars, the committees and all legislation which 
was particularly interested. then there were the letters 
written and requests constituents pressed before the 
various departments. was busy 

The Bourbon Georgia had often charged the Feltons 
with being allied with the Republicans, and the election 
1882 stirred bitter controversy which Mrs. Felton 
was the outstanding figure. Reese, the Washington cor- 
respondent the Macon Telegraph and Messenger, stated that 
Mrs. Felton wrote letter Senator Thomas Ferry, 
Republican Michigan, asking monetary aid the Republicans 
for Doctor Felton the coming election. Senator Ferry sent 
the letter Hubbell who turned over the secretary 
the Republican committee. Mrs. Felton admitted writing 
Senator Ferry but declared she merely asked him use his 
influence have the Republican candidate the Congressional 
race withdraw. This candidate, Mrs. Felton declared, was 
supported funds from the organized Democratic party 
attempt defeat Doctor Felton. Doctor Felton quickly pub- 
lished letter dated February 19, 1879 from George Gorham, 
Chairman the Republican committee, which Gorham said: 
know pecuniary aid rendered you your behalf 
any Republican individually collectively, any 
Mrs. Felton maintained that John Gordon instigated the at- 
tack upon her husband. Not outdone she lashed out with 

While clear that Doctor Felton was not member 
the Republican party nor did receive financial aid from it, 
there some evidence that the Feltons had closer ties with the 
Republicans than they cared acknowledge. this connec- 
tion perhaps significant that there record Mrs. 
Felton’s papers her actual letter Senator Ferry. When 
there was Republican candidate for Congress the race the 
Republicans supported Doctor Furthermore, the Fel- 


82. Felton, Romantic Story Georgia’s Women, 30. 
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tons had many friends Washington among Republican Con- 
gressmen and the Republicans encouraged the Inde- 
pendent movement much possible. letter Mrs. 
Felton, Warren Keefer, Republican Speaker the House, 
acknowledged her letter congratulations his election 
the speakership. said: hope the time not far distant 
when your husband and all such men the South will ap- 
preciated and given the control the important public posi- 
when that time comes the country will more per- 
fectly united and the rights all persons will have some recogni- 

The evidence the Felton papers indicates that the connec- 
tion between the Feltons and the Republicans was fostered 
Mrs. Felton rather than Doctor Felton. For instance when 
1883 committee Georgia Republicans and Independents, 
Johnson, and Henry Farrow, wrote Dr. Felton asking they 
could present his name President Chester Arthur for the 
Atlanta postmastership, replied that could not accept the 
appointment were offered him Republican. said 
preferred remain free lance 

the winter 1882 several leaders the Independent Demo- 
cratic movement met Doctor Felton’s hotel room the 
Markham House Washington, and drew statement 
Independent principles. These principles were later given out 
interview Doctor Felton the Chicago Tribune. 
stated that since neither party represented the true interests 
the people and since they opposed “ring rule,” the Independents 
asked the support all Georgia people “who wish national 
and liberal and not sectional government; who wish govern- 
ment the people for the whole people, and not the govern- 
ment partisans for the benefit who wish vigilant 
watchfulness over the people’s affairs, and not the complete 
and unchecked control their affairs, one party methods 
far removed from the many and manipulated only the 

The Independent platform bore marked similiarity the 
later Populist platform the nineties. asked for free ballot 
and fair count the ballots, and for the payment national 
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and state debts; advocated liberal system internal improve- 
ments and for public schools; and demanded the 
abolishment the convict lease system. The Independents con- 
demned the political caucus, sought liberalize sectional preju- 
dice, and declared the national government was the supreme 
authority known the people. They favored protective 
tariff, and supported sound money. Independents most 
nearly approached Populism when declared that “monop- 
olies ‘by which privileged class exercise controlling power 
over the property and labor multitude citizens, are op- 
posed the genius and spirit our government, and will 
steadily resist every measure system that tends concentrate 
political power undue business opportunities the hands 
the few the expense the 

The Independent Democratic movement with its liberal plat- 
form attracted considerable following among those who were 
dissatisfied with Bourbon rule. But the Markham House con- 
ference led charges that the Independents proposed fusion 
with the Republicans; consequently, Benjamin Hill, who 
had been friendly Doctor Felton both 1878 and 1880, 
interview with Henry Grady Washington, described the 
Independent movement second attempt Africanize the 

Hill said further that the Republican administration was de- 
termined win the Southern states through the votes Negroes 
and discontented Democrats (Independents). declared that 
Dr. Felton and the Independents had entered into coalition 
with the Republicans using “blatant outcries against that mythical 
monster Bourbon Decrocracy the 

Felton replied Hill’s charges and denied that had made 
with the Republicans. Mrs. Felton, more bitter, 
said Hill’s “inconstancy friendship was only equalled his 
instability 

The charge league with the Republicans and threat 
white supremacy proved serious obstacles the Independent 
movement. the crisis, however, they still had one remain- 
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ing card. What the Independents needed was accepted leader 
give respectability their cause. The ideal man for this 
leadership was Alexander Stephens, whose long record 
service and untarnished reputation for personal integrity 
endeared him the great majority 
addition had for years been independent the organized 
party and “more less sympathy with dissenting 
The Independents requested Emory Speer call upon Stephens 
Washington and sound him out his availability 
the Independent candidate for the governorship. Speer wired 
Dr. Felton: know positively that [Stephens] will not 
ject such whereupon the Independent party 
its convention Atlanta, May, 1882, endorsed Stephens 
The Bourbon Democrats, thoroughly alarmed lest the Inde- 
endents should win the election, persuaded Stephens that 
should become the regular candidate and thus help reunite 
the Stephens accepted the nomination the Bourbons 
and thus struck the death blow Independency. The Inde- 
endent leaders were bitterly disappointed Stephens and 
charged that had doublecrossed them. Mrs. Felton declared 
that his old age Stephens had yielded his ambition 
governor Georgia and had gone over “bag and baggage 
the Kirkwood ring” (Brown, Colquitt, and Gordon). She also 
charged that Stephens was doped with and fed 
whiskey until was times mentally Robert 
Toombs, Stephens’ lifelong friend, condemned his course; “he 
either the veriest demagogue the country, his old 
age has lost his Whatever Stephens’ motives, his action 
accepting the Bourbon nomination put end Independency. 
The Independents came wandering back into the fold 
regularity Hill had urged them Even Doctor and Mrs. 
Felton became more conservative. 
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The advent the Farmers Alliance into politics 1890 led 
curious situation the Seventh District. Felton was sus- 
picious the Alliance, unfavorable the sub-treasury, and 
openly sneered William Northen, the Alliance candidate 
for governor. Felton was still friend the farmers but be- 
lieved that they were being misled politicians who were using 
agrarian unrest for their own Mrs. Felton also op- 
posed the Alliance. For, said she: “this Alliance with its secret 
oath, its password and dress, enemy democracy. has 
much with democratic doctrines the Devil with Holy 
Water. bound the St. Louis platform which makes war 
private property and demands the overturning the finances 
the 

Because these views Doctor Felton ran for Congress 
Jeffersonian Democrat against the Alliance candidate. Dr. 
Felton, however was defeated large majority. 

Despite his opposition the Alliance 1890, Doctor Felton 
was urged accept the Populist nomination for Congress 
1894. first declined, stating that his advanced age made 
campaign Mrs. Felton declared that she plead with 
the Doctor not run for she felt that would the recipient 
similar treatment that Tom Watson had received Rich- 
mond County two years before. Watson claimed that had 
been personally vilified and slandered. Doctor Felton, how- 
ever, became convinced that was his duty and accepted 
the His opponent was John Maddox, judge 
the Superior Court, who easily defeated Doctor Felton. 

The Feltons, particularly Mrs. Felton, were skeptical the 
Populist leaders those who 1896 favored fusion with 
the Democrats. They felt that great movement had been be- 
trayed self-seeking politicians. Mrs. Felton declared: 
glad Weaver had take rear seat Iowa, and Kolb will 
not get his pay from Democratic administration, expected, 
for betraying the Populists Alabama. Oh! the tratitors are 
well marked are beneath 

Both Doctor and Mrs. Felton, however, greatly admired 
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Thomas When Lon Livingston, president 
the Georgia State Alliance, denounced the St. Louis Convention 
and attempted keep the Populist movement within the Demo- 
party, Doctor Felton declared, Watson’s fidelity 
shines like star beside Livingston’s detestable demagoguery and 

After his retirement from Congress 1881 Doctor Felton 
returned Georgia where and Mrs. Felton soon became 
embroiled state politics. Among the problems exciting pub- 
lic interest was the question the sale the state-owned 
Western and Atlantic Railroad. This road had been leased 
1870 company headed Joseph Brown president; 
the lease was run for twenty years rental 
This money went into the treasury the state from 
which appropriations were made for public education. When the 
lease was about expire, Linton Dean, member the 
state Senate, proposed that the state sell the road since Brown 
and company had noised abroad that they would longer 
pay $25,000 per month for the property but were willing 
purchase the Western and Atlantic. Both Dector Felton and 
Mrs. Felton were very much opposed the sale the state road 
not only for business reasons but also because the loss 
revenue for the common schools. Mrs. Felton declared: “There 
are ominous symptoms that the sale the best property the 
state Georgia ever owned ever will own, now being 
considered these railroad influences. What shame will 
barter off the state road with all means the educa- 
tion Georgia’s poor children fill the coffers rich railroad 

Doctor Felton announced his candidacy for the legislature 
1884 with opposition the sale the state railroad one 
his major planks. Upon being elected announced that 
was going Atlanta “to save the poor school children Geor- 

Felton believed that far from being unprofitable the 
Western and Atlantic could leased for higher rental, and 
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$35,000 month, with the further provision that might 
leased for thirty years more $40,000 per month, for 
introduced bill providing for its lease for twenty-nine years 
fifty years $45,000 per bill would increase 
state’s income from the road $120,000 year; and under 
its terms the entire rental was the schools the state, 
one-half the common schools, and one-half higher educa- 
tion The Feltons’ efforts were rewarded for the 
bill was passed and the Western and Atlantic was leased the 
Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. Louis Railway for twenty-nine 

The Feltons were also deeply interested the fight being made 
the Georgia Railroad Commission. The Commission has been 
established 1879 and for time had been widely supported 
the legislature, by-the press, and among the people. During the 
first years the Commission had been most effective curbing 
the evil practices the railroads and reducing freight and 
passenger 

1883, however, the newspapers Georgia, bought 
the railroads, began attack upon the and the rail- 
road interests secured the introduction the Maddox Bill 
the legislature which the Commission would have been de- 
prived any effective power. Mrs. Felton, contributin 
editor the Cartersville Courant, vigorously upheld the Com- 
mission and attacked the legislators who would destroy its ef- 
fectiveness. She wrote: “As have expected for the last few 
days, the Senate Georgia has passed the bill giving the railroads 
the State authority make their own rates for carrying 
freight and passengers just was before the creation our 
commission the legislature 1879. mockery the 
helpless citizens, the bill provides that any person private 
individual, dissatisfied with the passenger freight tariff fixed 
upon the roads then the dissatisfied individual may appeal 
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the commission, and from the decision the commission 
either the private party the railroad may appeal the Superior 
Court and from that the Supreme Court the State. 
apparent every intelligent and impartial man Georgia that 
this bill practically abolishes the roalroad commission our 

Dr. Felton led the opposition the Maddox Bill the legis- 
lature. charged that officials, agents, and hired representa- 
tives the railroads were seeking intimidate the representa- 
tives the people, and boldly attacked the railroads for their 
evil practices the Commission was Dr. Fel- 
ton’s efforts were successful for not only did the Maddox Bill 
fail pass, but the original act was amended 1883 and again 
1891 considerably increase the power the Railroad 

Another problem that gained Mrs. Felton’s interest was the 
convict lease system Georgia. This pernicious arrangement 
whereby the convicts were hired leased private individuals 
for private profit farms, railroads, lumber camps, coal and iron 
mines, and other enterprises was begun 1866. ‘The penitentiary 
had been burned and the impoverished condition the State 
rendered rebuilding well nigh impossible. The care convicts 
was expensive and leasing offered plan whereby the state 
might secure some revenue. The lease system provided that 
lease hiring could made which should not relieve the state 
from all expense except the salary the principal keeper, 
physician, and Short-term leases continued until 
1876 when the legislature passed act leasing all convicts for 
twenty-year The convict lease system Georgia 
was made considerably more notorious the fact that many 
prominent Bourbon politicians, including Joseph Brown and 
John Gordon, were associated with companies that leased 
convicts. Appalling conditions existed the convict camps. 
Women and children were herded together with the men; pun- 
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ishment was often and disease was rampant. ugly 
scandal oceurred when Robert Alston, representative the 
legislature from DeKalb County and chairman committee 
investigate conditions the lease system, was shot March 
15, 1879, the state capitol Edward Cox the agent and man- 
ager for John Gordon’s plantation South was 
said and generally believed that “the killing Col. Alston was 
directly the result his laudable effort reform the penitentiary 
system that 

Mrs. Felton was among great number who worked for 
alleviation the evils the system. She was positive her 
Opposition the entire system, but she concentrated her ef- 
forts securing the separation the women convicts from the 
male prisoners, and the establishment separate institution 
for juvenile Mrs. Felton appealed the organized 
women the state for their support fighting the convict lease, 
and 1886 introduced and secured the adoption resolution 
the state Woman’s Christian Temperance Union convention 
sent the legislature asking for reform prison condi- 
tions. The resolution, sent the form petition the legis- 
lature November 1886, reads follows: 


Resolved that the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union Georgia, 
session assembled, respectfully requests that each local union shall 
memorialize the next Georgia legislature behalf the women and 
juvenile criminals confined our jails and chain gangs, that they 
shall separated from the older and more hardened criminals the 
state. leave the remedy their consideration and good judgment 
and especially insist that should not mingled with political plat- 
forms used for political effect. reserve ourselves the privilege 
indicating reforms everything pertaining the welfare our 
race, and ask the careful, prayerful consideration matter 
vital our humanity, Christianity and civilization.73 


Mrs. Felton had helped her husband his political cam- 
paigns now assisted her this special project. introduced 
bill for the establishment reformatory for juvenile de- 
linquents 1885. This was defeated. Dr. Felton, however, 
was undaunted and introduced another bill the legislature 
1886-1887. During the debate the latter bill Representative 
Simmons Sumter County referred Felton “the 
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great political she Georgia.” based this remark 
current best seller, Rider Haggard’s novel She, weird tale 
Arabian sorceress who sought confer immortality her 
lover. There was considerable difference opinion just 
what Simmons meant imply. Some thought took his cue 
from one Doctor Felton’s statements that would fight for 
the juvenile reformatory bill took two thousand years 
secure its passage. Doctor Felton, however, interpreted Sim- 
mons’ remark slur upon Mrs, Felton and withered him with 
passionate outburst denunciation. contemporary observer 
remarked that “shaking every fiber [Felton] arose his 
feet and what Macauley gave Barere with his pen Dr. Felton 
gave Mr. Simmons with his tongue; one the very worst ex- 
known Chaucer’s the course his 
speech Dr. Felton paid Mrs. Felton glowing tribute. said: 
have never married anyone except one the noblest and 
purest and most Georgia. One who she 
could put thimble full her brain into his cranium, 
would save these galleries from the tilting process the other 
day. noble and true mother and noble and true wife, who 
has only the interest Georgia heart, her native State, and 
its future 

Although Doctor Felton’s resolution for juvenile reforma- 
tory failed pass, some steps were taken improve conditions. 
1888 the governor suggested that wardens employed the 
state placed each prison camp. That same year law was 
enacted that provided for Prison Commission three members 
elected the people have the control and management 
all convicts. The commission was given the responsibility 
obtaining land for prison farm which men and women were 
placed separate buildings and youths below fifteen 
themselves. Three buildings were erected 1900 site near 
Milledgeville. Finally 1908 act the legislature formally 
abolished the convict lease 


Many years later, Mrs. Felton said her efforts behalf 
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women and juvenile offenders: was never too busy too 
tired ventilate the when could find place 
publish criticisms. deserve reward for doing any pa- 
triotic work during long life should given 
consideration for the incessant fusilade kept this 

Mrs. Felton truth merits and was given credit for her work 
for reform the convict lease system and her efforts the 
establishment juvenile reformatory. The secretary the 
Howard Association London, organization foster prison 
reform, wrote Mrs. Felton 1900: “We are glad hear your 
own good efforts the South and hope that you may enabled 
continue them and see further good results from your 

Because the progressive stand Mrs. Felton had taken such 
issues the convict lease system and the widespread publicity 
she received while campaigning for her husband, she came 
figure Georgia mean importance. And although 
Mrs. Felton held office the state, she was considerable 
force molding public opinion among the rural people the 
state both national and state political issues. She edited 
column, “The Country Home,” both the Semi-Weekly and 
Tri-Weekly editions the Atlanta Journal whose circulation 
was largely the rural areas. She began writing for the Journal 
August, 1889, and continued until her death 1930. 

Mrs. Felton expressed her opinions every occupant the 
White House from Cleveland Harding and criticized without 
mercy those who her eyes had fallen short their duty. 
1896 Mrs. Felton abandoned the Democratic party the national 
election. She disliked William Jennings Bryan account 
his attitude toward Tom Watson,” and supported William Mc- 
Kinley and the protective tariff. Mrs. Felton wrote 
letter congratulations his election which acknowl- 
She admired Theodore Roosevelt and declared that 
despite some conspicuous weaknesses was the “most remarka- 
ble president that the country has known for three-quarters 
She supported Roosevelt 1912 and along with 
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Thomas Watson was leader the Progressive party Geor- 
She was delegate the Progressive convention. 

Apparently Woodrow Wilson leader reform made very 
little impression Mrs. Felton. She characterized him 
“machine Mrs. Felton opposed the entry the 
United States into the World War, criticized conscription and 
the government’s conduct the War, and bitterly 
the Nations. She strongly protested the imprison- 
ment Eugene Debs for opposing the entry the United 
States into the Mrs. Felton was lukewarm the Demo- 
cratic party 1920, and maintained that the plank upholding 
the League Nations was the main cause for de- 

1921 President Warren Harding appointed Mrs. Felton 
his presidential advisory commission. She went Saint 
Augustine, Florida, and discussed the country’s problems with 
him. Mrs. Felton asked Harding for careful consideration 
the South’s welfare well the welfare Republican sections 
the deferential attitude did not blind 
Mrs. Felton his faults, however. She deplored the dishonesty 
Harding’s cabinet when the Teapot Dome scandal broke and 
said that “the chief executive who honors them with his con- 
fidence, worse mistaken than anybody concerned their 
official 

Again aligned with Tom Watson Mrs. Felton supported Oscar 
Underwood for the Democratic nomination for president 
She attended the Baltimore convention delegate 
from Georgia. 1928 Mrs. Felton reversed her lifelong position 
prohibition some extent when she supported Alfred 
Smith for President. She criticized the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union for entering into “mud-slinging” campaign 
against Smith, and said she was grieved see Georgia women 
dragging much-honored organization the mire 
Such statement, coming from woman who had urged the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union see political action 
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votes for women, the convict lease, and prohibition ever since 
the eighteen eighties, did not ring true. Mrs. Felton declared 
she supported Smith because she believed would give honest 
prohibition enforcement 

1920 Mrs. Felton was active participant the Georgia 
gubernatorial campaign. The candidates were Thomas Hard- 
wick and Clifford Walker. Hardwick had been Representa- 
tive from the Tenth District and had the full support Tom 
Watson who himself was candidate for the United States 
the course the campaign Mrs. Felton wrote 
letter the Atlanta Georgian, which she signed “Friend the 
Hardwicks,” asking why Walker was not the service during 
the World Walker countered with accusation that 
Hardwick was Communst and that Mrs. Felton and William 
Randolph Hearst, the owner the Atlanta Georgian, were 
involved the Russian 

sensational incident occurred when one Hardwick’s 
enemies sent him time bomb which, although intended for his 
office, was sent instead his home. Hardwick’s colored maid 
had both hands blown off. Mrs. Hardwick who was present 
escaped injury; Hardwick himself was not home the time. 
Walker’s supporters accused Hardwick arranging the bomb 
incident secure publicity and gain sympathy for himself. 
Felton answered the charge against Tom Hardwick. She de- 
clared that “the intolerance, the injustice, the infamy, which now 
proclaim Mr. Hardwick contriving bomb incident gain 
publicity and using the assassination his own wife 
are 

Mrs. Felton had considerable influence the results the 
campaign. One observer declared that “Mrs. Felton came into 
this campaign its latter stages, unexpectedly, but with tre- 
mendous and crushing effectiveness. She was tower strength 
Hardwick and her articles printed the Atlanta Georgian 
undoubtedly were influential and played great part the re- 
The Walker faction did not underestimate Mrs. 
power. One them remarked: admit stepped right 
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into the middle hell itself when stirred that Mrs. Felton 

Mrs. Felton was firm friend and admirer Tom Watson. 
They had correspondence long standing, and Watson once 
advised Mrs. Felton how about lecturing 
Mrs. Felton turn was one Watson’s most ardent supporters. 
She appeared character witness for Watson 1913 when 
was indicted federal grand jury connection with his 
anti-Catholic crusade for sending obscene publications through 
the was logical, therefore, that, when the Georgia 
legislature held memorial services for Watson 1923, Mrs. 
Felton should prominent speaker. She paid Watson sincere 
and glowing tribute, and refreshing find someone whom 
Mrs. Felton genuinely admired. She said: “He appeared the 
political horizon like blazing comet the sky. 
strenuously against the prevailing bossism the time. His 
election Congress was tribute his honesty his eloquence 
and his courage was owned man and his votes 
were not for sale 

1874, when Mrs. Felton first began her work her hus- 
band’s secretary, was highly unusual for woman engage 
any type political activity. But from the experience she 
gained Dr. Felton’s secretary, Mrs. Felton was broaden 
her interests and assume political influence her own right. 
She was constructive force the political life Georgia. 
This was seen her fight against the sale the Western and 
Atlantic and giving publicity the attack the Georgia 
Railroad Commission. She made decided liberal contribution 
the State arousing public opinion the evils the con- 
vict lease system and fighting for the establishment 
juvenile reformatory. voice, although not always con- 
sistent, was powerful one Georgia politics from 
the World War her death 1930, and she expressed her 
opinions with complete fearlessness. And most can 


truthfully said that she had the welfare the common people 
heart. 
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LETTERS CONFEDERATE SURGEON: DR. ABNER 
EMBRY McGARITY, 1862-1865. 


CONTRIBUTED WITH NOTES EDMUND CODY BURNETT. 


PART 
Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 


Near Bunker Hill, Va. 


Sunday, Aug. 28th, 1864 
Lovely Darling, 


are camp again this place, but not our old place exactly 
one mile west. are lively grove with plenty water con- 
venient. Arrived here yesterday—will probably remain for some 
time. wrote you last from Charlestown. had but little fighting 
there. Left there, leaving Anderson! hold it, the morning the 
25th the direction Shepherdstown. Just after passing thro’ Lee- 
town eight miles from struck large body Yankee Cavalry 
which had started Winchester Raid. drove back thro’ 
Shepherdstown and across the Potomac, with some loss both sides. 
Gen. very slightly wounded. camped near —next 
evening came Leetown, and yesterday here. reported that the 
enemy attacked Anderson and got badly whipped. The scoundrels 
get under their big guns Harpers Ferry where would folly 
for attack them. They will not attack except detached 
parts, probable will not have general engagement. The 
citizens told that killed and wounded 1500 the enemy 
around that place before left there. Our entire loss could not 
have been above 300. know nothing the loss since left—I 
mean Anderson’s fight. Jefferson County which and 
are one the most loyal counties the state. The citizens 
and are the best and most thoroughly Southern have ever 
seen Va., notwithstanding they are the border and most gen- 
erally Yankee lines. From the flags Maryland Heights 
Harper’s Ferry are plainly visible distance eight miles. im- 
mediately the river some ten miles above. 

The last news from Petersburg not encouraging, but hope the 
next will be. fearful the enemy will hard dislodge from 
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the Weldon rail road, but must and will done, and Lee and 
Beauregard are the men it. have had late news from 
Atlanta and Mobile, but hope all going well. Sherman not 
routed pretty soon all that country will ruined. They are 
Father’s and suppose -have destroyed everything it. 
very hard but must endure. Individual losses not effect the 
general question, and think that much brighter than ever before. 
The Peace Party North rising and shaking the dew drops from 
its mane. Tomorrow the Chicago Convention meets, and the chances 
are good for its nominee the next President Abes Kingdom. 


the war over. The thought indescribable. May not 
disappointed.5 


The health, spirits and rations our Army are good—never bet- 


ter. All the boys from our neighborhood fine health. further 
news from Billie Billie 


Darling—have plenty clothes and good horse, bridle and saddle. 
carry tent, two blankets, overcoat and oilcloth horse. 
very well prepared for both cold and wet weather. 
messing with the Col. Maj. and Adjt the Regt.7 have two 
negroes cook etc. for us. have assistance now. The other 
Dr.8 went off sick the 18th Ult. 

wrote you had expressed you bundle carried 
Staunton and they would not express and take the respon- 
sibility—so did not send it. will send first chance. have 
just, very unexpectedly, recd. orders get ready move. letter 
from Love yet, very anxious get one. Your Abner.10 


Carroll County. But see the letter Sept. 17, post, 

See the letters Sept. 17, post. 

The remainder the letter written lengthwise the page, across 
previous passages. 

The colonel was William Swanson, the lieutenant-colonel was Louis 
Hill, the major was William Pinckard (see note the September 
issue, and notes and the December issue), the adjutant was Thomas 
Greene. Greene enlisted from Conecuh County, Ala., Aug. 25, 1863, and 
the same day was elected second lieutenant Company 61st Alabama. 
was appointed adjutant June, 1864. enrolled among the prisoners 
war 1865. Probably Lieut-Col. Hill was command the regiment 
this time, would appear from Colonel Swanson’s record that had 
been absent account sickness since the June. Under Oct. 
noted that was sixty days’ leave, there surgeon’s certificate 
his sickness dated Nov. 29, and under Dec. noted that was retiring, 
his residence given Tuskeegee. Feb. 26, 1865, was still awaiting retire- 
ment. May 16, 1865, the office the Provost Martial Montgomery, 
took the oath allegiance, certified Sexton, captain the 72nd 
Illinois Infantry, assistant the Provost Martial. 

Dr. Thomas Henderson. See the December issue, note inspection 
report Waynesboro Sept. records him sick hospital since July 18. 

9. William T. Potter. See notes 57 and 63, post. 

10. The envelop address is: Mrs. Fannie McGarity, Care Wm. Mount 
and Co., Fort Gaines, Ga. The shows evidence cancellation means 
the postmark, but the mark quite illegible. 
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Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Near Bunker Hill Va. 
Sept. ist 1864— 
Darling— 

have just finished Monthly Report, Requisition etc. and have 
time write you line before the close this lovely Autumn day. 
Since wrote you last, have had some excitement, but not great 
deal. First were ordered out meet the enemy—went out some 
two miles and deployed, but the enemy came not—remained line 
all day and came back camp night. Day before yesterday was 
quiet, when our Regt. was sent picket. Yesterday all our Div. 
except our Regt. was again called out meet the enemy—again 
came not— The Div. was then ordered move the enemy and 
either whip him run him thro’ Martinsburg. The Yankees pre- 
ferred the latter, was done. These Yanks are adepts run- 
ning. Our Div. ran them one mile beyond (eleven from here) 
with loss our part and but little thiers. captured 
some property Div. came back camps last night. missed 
the trip being picket the very important gap the North 
Mountain. were relieved day 12M. the 3rd Ala. 

will have but little more fighting here unless some new Yankees 
come. Those have are not the fighting sort. fact Love 
think most the fighting done not only here, but everywhere. 
shall very much disappointed don’t have peace (what word!) 
less than six months. reported that McClellan nominated. 
had rather have had Pierce, but think Little will do. Every- 
thing begins look like peace—the North clamorous for it. But 
Darling! does not come now, when will have it. 
the next President Abe’s Kingdom starts off for war will 
all probability have endure four years longer. That shall 
have early and honorable peace should the earnest, fervent 
prayer all. Lord have not been chastised enough? Forgive 
our many sins and bless with peace earth and good will 
men. 

Darling, enjoy our Testament reading much, and know 
day read the first chapter Paul Titus. will get thro’ 
Oct. 30th—then lets commence the Psalms. And Darling, let 
pray that may redound the Honor and Glory our Heavenly 
Father, and the saving our souls. And may your example with 
the children such instrumental the Hands God 
bringing them the Mercy Seat our Savior. Darling’s sugges- 
tion Tom has done him great deal good—he reads his daily 
chapter with pleasure and profit. hope changed man. 
know there great improvement his morals. 
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heard day that Billie had gone home forty days fur- 
lough.11 Tom requested ask you have his furlough ex- 
tended from time time until gets perfectly well, and you can’t 
get extended, keep him there anyhow, and will not report 
him absent without leave. Billie G.12 returned today—he get- 
ting fat rapidly again. great many who have been absent sick are 
reporting back for duty now. The health the Army perfectly 
excellent—Scarcely any sickness. The weather delightful—the nights 
getting little cool. 

Darling, may grumble “wee bit” you for your negligence 
writing me? Does Love know that the last letter had from 
her was written July 20th—brought Ed. Chitty? How many has 
she recd. since then? know the mails are partly (probably all) 
fault, but others have recd. letters from Henry late 22cd. Ult. 
Does Love know how gloomy the non arrival her precious 
letters makes me? hope may get several them tonight. 
Now let beg her write often—I will get them sometime. Tom 
also very anxious hear from you. How Miss Maggie getting 
along. Does she love any? How are Misses Josie and Lide? 
Also Col. and Mrs. McKay? And everybody else. 

you still think Sis. will need flannel for two little babes? 
sorry have none send her. How Grandma, and all the 
rest? can’t write more this time. thousand kisses all. 

Your Loving Husband, 


No. Titus 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Miles South Bunker Hill 
Sept. 6th 1864. 

Darling Wife 

What, what are feelings day? They are perfectly hor- 
rible. can’t get letter from Love all—nor can hear from 
her thro’ anybody else, though all get letters. large mail has just 
come in—a number from Ala. late the 30th Ult. last was 
the 20th July—soon will two months. uneasy. And 
add great sadness, the war not going right—Hood 
whipped and Atlanta gone. fearful our next news from there 
will anything but encouraging. When wrote you last thought 


11. From this point the writing crosswise (lengthwise the be- 
ginning page and concluding page was his brother Billie’s fur- 
lough that Thomas Lightfoot desired have extended. 

12. Billie Gissendaner. See notes 17, and 49, the Sept. issue 

Thomas Lightfoot. Maggie and Josie were the daughters Colonel 
and Mrs. McKay. Lide was Lou Devreux. 

14. The address the same that the letter. The postmark 
dim, but apparently BUNKER HILL SEP 
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the war was over—but the end now seemeth far the distance. 
not despondent the final result all, but feel very, very gloomy. 
The weather coupled with the absence letters from Darling 
thribbles gloom. soul wrapt her that can’t live 
without hearing from her. body else got letters, could bear 
has quit writing me? can not believe it, though all the argument 
that side the question. 

are having dark, rainy and gloomy weather which you know 
always gives the blues, and this time Darling have the 
horrors. have been for several days after the enemy without 
success. found him Berryville day before yesterday however 
where refused attack him—he was too strongly entrenched. 
Yesterday left there and met some Yankee Cavalry just this side 
Jordan’s and drove three miles during which time 
was raining very hard—all got perfectly wet. Went into camp con- 
siderably after dark—still raining perfect torrents. don’t think 
ever put over such night. This morning were ordered out 
daylight raining—but did not far, till were ordered 
back camp where have been all day. are doing but little 
here now. The Yankee Cavalry gets our Cavalry’s wagons oc- 
Our C.16 general thing very sorry any way. They 
are too frequently away from the Army, they say recruiting horses. 
They more stealing and less service than any other branch 
our Army. understand some Henry “recruiting horses.” 
judge they are having fine time flying round the young ladies 
they are equally good that stealing. Darling, don’t 
you think quite bad humor? have done nothing but 
grumble this letter. hope this spell will soon relieved the 
reception several letters from you. was very sorry hear 
Ned Holmes being killed—he was noble boy. All our boys well. 

Love all. Write Love. 

Your Loving Husband 


ABNER 
No. 2cd Ch. Hebrews. 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Miles Bunker Hill Va— 


Sept. 17th, 1864. 
Own Sweet Wife— 


Yesterday evening heart was greatly gladdened the recep- 
tion your long and lovely letter the 18th and Ult. Never 


15. Concerning Springs see note the issue. 
16. Our cavalry. 
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before did letter much good. seemed that could never 
get done reading it. You told sweetly about everything. 
was glad hear from you and things generally home. Glad 
hear Billie’s safe arrival, but rather sorry hear that William 
was coming back with him. think, will into service, 
had better Capt. McRay’s Company.17 The Infantry service 
here very hard that but few who are uninitiated can stand it. 
But comes and can’t through with it, can get him transferred 
because his minority. makes sad every time think Ned 
Holmes’ death.18 was such noble boy and such stay his 
Mother and family. know they feel greatly bereaved. But 
Darling these are things all have keenly felt since the inaugura- 
tion this horrible war—none perhaps more than our dear family. 
gather great consolation from the Scriptural assertion “That all 
things work together for good” etc. Without the precious promises 
the Bible life would dreary indeed. here the Army are 
denied the gracious privileges had last year hearing preaching 
etc. because our constant moving about. have three Chaplains 
the Brig. none whom have preached long time.19 They 
could more than they do. glad you are having good 
preaching home. know Josie, Mag., Lyde and all the rest looked 
sweet the Academy, but know somebody alse looked sweeter than 
any them. wish could have driven there that day and sur- 
prised you all. Would not been pleasant? 

You were right Darling the text wrote you look out. 
That was the last sermon have heard—don’t know when will 
today. unable say where are going. Some think our 
Div. going leave the Valley. already gone some- 
where, judge either Richmond Atlanta. Troops are much 
worse needed either place than here. One half have can man- 
age these cowardly Yankees. can’t get fight out them and 
they have much Cavalry that never can catch them till they 
get under their guns Harper’s Ferry. have thought for some 
time that some our forces ought sent some other place 
where was more needed. have troops enough hold the 
ley, Richmond, Mobile and other places, and whip Sherman too, 


17. Capt. James McRae, Company 6th regiment Alabama cavalry, 
mustered into service March 1863, and elected the same day. 
was captured March 25, 1865, Escambia, sent Ship Island, 
4), transferred Vicksburg 28), thence New Orleans 
was exchanged May 1. He ed a parole at Gainesville, Ala., May 4, 
William was Mrs McGarity’s brother William Cody. 

18. See the letter Sept. ante. This may been Edward Holmes, 
twenty-five years age 1860, who was overseer for General Alexander Mc- 
Allister. military record has been found. See note 101, 

19. Battle’s brigade. 

20. See note ante. 
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they were properly distributed. all the above could done, there 
yet glimmering hope approaching peace. 

Our successes will elect McClellan and probably close the war, 
whilst our defeats will elect Lincoln and certainly continue it. Then 
how very important that all our forces are kept where they 
will worth most. But judge our President and Generals will 
what ever right. have unbounded confidence our several Chiefs 
Departments. 

Tom wrote Miss Maggie splendid letter the other day. hope she 
will get and reply once. little uneasy from what you 
said one your sweet letters, Viz. “that you loved the family 
but did not think they would ever related us.” want you 
write him and candid know you will. excellent 
health—all our boys likewise. 

offered old horse and fifteen hundred dollars for mine. 
going see about now. Will not close till find out whether 
swap. will almost afoot. Dinner now ready. Our 


rations are good. Clothing and shoes have been issued the men 
today. news. 


Much love Grandma, Bro. J., Sis and all the children. 


not you and Sis teach the children? think so. Home the best 
place educate girls. Sis. could well educated there. will 
home this winter. thought.) was indeed sorry 
hear the crop was short. 
Your Own Husband 
McG—21 


No. Hebrews xiii. 

S.] was glad hear from Pa’s family—was glad the Yankees 
had not been there—am afraid they have now.22 

decided not take the $1500.00 boot though much 


almost horse worth. are start somewhere now few 
minutes. 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 


Near Staunton Va. 


Sept. 20th 1864. 
Own Precious Wife— 


Since wrote you last have been badly whipped.23 Day before 
yesterday went Martinsburg and had little fight—drove the 


21. See the letter Sept. 20, post. The envelop postmarked: WIN- 
CHESTER SEP and carries Confederate stamp (10 cents). The ad- 
dress is: Mrs. McGarity, Care Wm. Mount and Co., Fort Gaines, Georgia. 

22. This sentence written pencil the top page the next the 
top page His father lived Carroll County. note ante. 

23. The battle Winchester, Sept. 19. 
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enemy easily with loss—captured some prisoners, horses, etc., and 
came back Bunker Hill. Yesterday morning were moved off 
early and rapidly the direction Winchester. Just before reach- 
ing there off the left and engaged the enemy two miles 
first drove them hansomely and killed them 
hundreds. But soon large Cavalry force came our left flank, 
turned and caused everything fall back wild confusion. 
was utterly impossible rally our men—Officers and men ran with 
all possible speed. were forced leave our dead and wounded 
the field. And Darling lost great many, and among them 
sorry say was Tom.24 was shot through the heart and 
killed perfectly dead while gallantly leading his men charge. 
was head everything. Syd. Wilcoxen25 took his body and buried 
decently could. was learning love him. was evidently 
changed man since you saw him. mean morally and hope re- 
ligiously. hope rest. And Darling our Maj. Gen. (Rodes) 
was also killed. think his death had good deal with our 
stampede. was the best Maj. Gen. this Army, and probably 
the and his death produced tremendous impression the 
minds the men. Dozier26 and Kirkland27 were also killed from 
our county. Ben. Chitty,28 Lt. Joe and some 
others were slightly wounded all whom came off with us. Chitty 
foot and Campbell shoulder both very slight. have but little 
idea the extent our loss, but was heavy—that the enemy 
must have been much heavier, notwithstanding were whipped. 
Our loss prisoners was much heavier than thiers they got most 


24. Capt. Thomas Lightfoot 6th Alabama regiment. See 
this Quarterly, December, 1941, and March, 1942. 

25. Sydney Wilcoxen, then first lieutenant Company See the letter 
William Cody Oct. 1864, Ga. Hist. Quart., Dec., 1939. 

26. Alpheus Dozier, private Company 6th Alabama, was wounded 
Sept. and died the same day. had enlisted the company its organiza- 
tion Abbeville. May 11, 1861. 

27. Henry Kirkland was private Company Alabama. 
had enlisted May 10, 1862, Abbeville, Co. I,” 38th Georgia, com- 
formed transfers from 25th Georgia. March April, 
1863, the company was transferred the 60th Georgia, where became 
Co. A.” Again, order dated April il, 1864, the company was transferred 
the Alabama. Prior the company’s transfer the 60th Georgia Kirk- 
land had been wounded (Dec. 13, 1862). The census Henry County, Ala., 
for 1860 records him then years old, married, with two children, Nancy 
(aged and Louisa (aged four months). 

28. Concerning Ben Chitty see note the September issue. 

29. Probably Reuben Campbell, first lieutenant Company Ala- 
bama. See note the preceding installment. The Alabama had also 
first lieutenant John Campbell (Company and second lieutenant 
Campbell (Company H.). 

Saunders, like Henry Kirkland (note 27, above), was member 
the Alabama, having come into it, did Kirkland, way the 38th 
Georgia and the 60th Georgia. about this time was sergt. 
from the ranks date from Sept. 1864.” was admitted the hospital 
Charlottesville Sept. 23, transferred March Howard Grove Hospital 
Richmond, where (March 25) operation was performed: “Amputation mid- 
humerus circular.” His age given 19. 


our wounded. Jordan bro. Abner’s was also slightly 
wounded leg—he came off with also. 

fell back last night this side New 
started this morning and are now our works this place. 
can’t driven from here. Had not been out flanked yester- 
day the day would have been ours easily. The enemy had two Maj. 
Gen’s killed, one was Averill, and one wounded.32 Tell Col. L.33 that 
Col. Pickens,34 Majors and were all slightly 
wounded, but came off with us. Gen. Ramseur37 command our 
Div. swapped horse off and have bought another with the 
$1500 got boot. The one swapped for was lost yesterday the 
stampede and the one swapped off was 


Love All. 


Your Abner 
No. James iii. 


have not been sick all. hope you learned better before you 
underwent much uneasiness.39 


81. Jordan Arnold (enrolled enlisted Franklin lately 
March 15, 1864. Sent the hospital Harrisonburg because his wound 
was there captured Sept. and sent Point Lookout. was exchanged 
Oct. 31. At the Harrisonburg hospital he was “charged to one bayonet and 
scabbard $13.57.” 

Dr. McGarity appears partially error the casualties 
among the Union generals, but no worse than was General Sheridan in his 
reports to General Grant the same day with —— to corresponding Confederate 
casualties. 7:00 reported: “The Rebel General-Rodes and General 
Gordon were killed, and three other general officers wounded.” 9:00 
reported General Rodes and General Godwin killed and General Gordon 
mortally wounded. The latter report erred only as to General John B. Gordon. 
The Union casualties among the generals were: Maj.-Gen. David Russell 
killed, Brigadier Generals Emo pton, John and George 
Chapman wounded. General Mcintosh lost his right leg. General William 
Averell (Nov. 1900) was not among the casualties. See War 
the Rebellion: Official Records, ser. vol. 43, part pp. 110-124 

83. Col. James Lightfoot the 6th Alabama ent. 

34. Samuel Pickens, though resident C., was colonel 
the 12th Alabama regiment. From second lieutenant (appointed March 
1861) had been made adjutant (July 17, 1861), then lieutenant-colone 
(June 1682), and finally colonel, June 26, 1863, take rank from Sept. 
14, 1862 (the date of the battle of South Mountain, in which he was wounded). 
inspection report Sept. 30, 1864, records that was wounded and was 
absent authority General Early. Upon report the examining board, 
Oct. was given leave and retired Greensboro, Ala. Dec. 28, 1864, 
recorded absent without leave. 

25. Eugene Blackford entered the service Clayton, Ala., captain 
“Old Company K,” 5th Alabama regiment. was major Apr. 29, 
1863, take rank from July 17, 1862. court-martial convened Nov. 1864, 
sentenced him to dismissal, and the sentence was approved by General Early 
(Dec. 10, 1864), but was remitted President Jefferson Davis (Feb. 11, 1865). 
Included among the records his case petition for his reinstatement from 
his brother, Lieutenant-Colonel William Blackford, first engineer troops. 

36. Maj. William Pinckard the Alabama. See note ante. 

87. Brig.-Gen. Stephen Ramseur (May 31, 1837-Oct. 19, 1864). was 
mortally wounded Cedar Creek Oct. and fell into the hands the enemy. 

See the letter Sept. 17, ante. 

39. This sentence written the margin the page. The address 
the envelope is: Mrs. Fannie Care Wm. Mount and Co., 


Fort Gaines, Georgia. The postmark is: SEP 22. There 
Confederate stamp. 
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Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 

visited Weir’s Cave which not mistaken the second 
importance the Continent. great Natural curiosity. 
could not see well, because not having candles enough. 
three-fourths mile from entrance back part and one and half 
round. 

can’t tell what time will home, but will try there 
before Christmas. not want till redeem ourselves 
little. would hate see Love just after running so. must 
something before go. Please have good pair Gloves. 

Tom gave all Miss letters together with one that 
wrote her send her got killed. gave them 
last May. shall send them few days. sorry you never 
wrote him. thought more you than any body else except Mag. 
talked great deal about Said you had better influence 
over him than anybody else—your reading with him had done him 
great deal good. 

Our baggage came the other day. not move shall 
bathe and dress day. would improve feelings great 
deal. This dark, rainy morning. Rained slowly almost all night. 


Health the Army good. William has not started, keep him 
home till get there.42 


Thousands love All. 


Your Loving Husband 


McGARITY. 
No. Peter iii 


Billie and William have arrived. They are both very well. 
seems well satisfied. They brought two letters and three 
pairs socks. Was very glad get them—will need more the 
latter before home, but want several the former. have bathed 


and put clean clothes—feel much improved. move yet. Will 
write again soon. 


40. The first part this letter missing, but the date pretty 
Sept. 30, because the says, “Billie and William have arrived,” 
William letter Oct. Ga. Hist. 1939 says 
they “caught up” with the army Sept. 30. See also letter 
side down) of the same letterhead as that 4 rely 27, ant 

the Quarterly December, 1939 related briefly Dr. 
McGarity’s account William Cody’ October 19, and elsewhere that 
series have indicated that was then under fifteen’ years age, state- 
ment made without the benefit record. was born December 31, 1847. 

41. See the letter of Sept. 17, ante. 

42. mentioned the penciled addition), William Cody, along 
with William Lightfoot, who had been absent furlough, arrived camp 
that same afternoon. See notes 11, and 40, ante. 
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Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
[October 1864.] 
Dear Tinie— 

William came around tent this morning and wrote Bro. 
are going picket few minutes have not time write. 
have some good news from Richmond, Forrest, and (Mor- 
gan’s successor). hope all true. getting time had 
some good news—it has been scarce late. 

are expecting every day move forward the enemy. All 
are anxious go. has burned all the barns and mills wherever 
has been, fearful will find difficult get subsistance. 
Some our Army half rations flour now. 

William seems well satisfied, good health—Billie and all the 
boys same. 

sent Mag. her letters Tom and his her, her this morning. 
need nothing but gloves. Have some money for you you need it. 

are having great deal rain. The first and only days march 
Bro. has ever made with the Army rained all day. marched 
from near Waynesboro this point some twelve miles. Mt. Sydney 
ten miles north Staunton the Valley turnpike. Another 
lovely letter Sept. 16th recd. from you day before yesterday. 
must now. Good Bye with much Love all. 

ABNER. 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Near New Market, Staunton, Va. 
Oct. 9th Sunday ([1864.] 
Much Loved Wife— 

After sending off last Harrisonburg came this place 
and went into camp. Yesterday lay still all day. dressed 
and went town—the first time have had nice clothes since 
left Staunton June. felt like new man. Day before yesterday 
while were marching was very warm—that night turned 
cold, yesterday snowed little and sleeted little though very 
little—last night and day quite cool—cloudy and windy and 
has the appearance snow. Such sudden change makes peculiarly 
disagreeable. Some the men actually suffer because the scarcity 
blankets etc. hope the weather will moderate soon. The enemy 
gone several miles down the Valley. Our Cavalry gone after them 


This letter appended (on the second the letter Wil- 


44. Generals Nathan 18, 1821-Oct. 29, 1877) and Basil 
Duke -Sept. 16, 1916). General John Morgan (June 


1826-Sept 1864) been and killed near Greeneville, Tennessee, 
less than before. 
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and understand using his rear pretty badly. have Rosser’s45 
hopes will show the balance the Cavalry what ought be. 
thought that the enemy will cross the Mountains and towards 
Manassas—if does will also cross and make for Gordonsville 
keep between him and Richmond all the time. this, 
back towards Harper’s Ferry fight will the programme. 
hear some cannonading this morning. may that the enemy 
intends making stand Strasburg. does there will fight. 
will attack him anywhere can find him now. All are anxious 
redeem our past misfortunes. 

All the news get encouraging especially from and 
Forrest. The enemy has gained some positions near Richmond, but 
hope will never pay him for his losses getting it. There are 
yet hopes close the war before the inauguration another 
campaign. 

All our boys are well. Bro. getting along splendidly—stands 
everything well. have put all his baggage with mine and have 
hauled for him. says would not out service. 

Today Love commence Rev. have twenty two Chapters 
read and then will through—will then, 31st inst., commence 
the Psalms. May blessed our reading. have very little 
preaching now. Today have, inspection arms. send 
you specimen camp drawing, Lt. our Regt. 
lives Columbia. The Mountain you see the Blue Ridge. 
would have drawn the men, horses, wagons etc. had had time. 
You can see our Hd. Qrs. 

Write all the news about everything. Thousands love 


Grandma, Bro. J., Sis., Sis. all the children, and all the negroes. 
will home this winter. 


Your Loving Husband 
ABNER 


45. Maj. Gen. Thomas Lafayette Rosser (Oct. 15, 29, 1910). See 
Douglas Southall Freeman, Lee’s Lieutenants, III, 585, and passim. 

46. Army of Northern Virginia. 

47. Maj.-Gen. Sterling Price (Sept. 20, 1809-Sept. 29, 1867). 

48. Tilghman Stanton recorded having been elected junior second 
lieutenant Company 59th regiment Alabama infantry (now become the 
the time his enlistment Columbia, Ala., May 21, 1863. muster 
roll dated Sept. 1864, seems indicate that was then absent fur- 
lough, having been wounded July 18, 1864. was now leaving fur- 
lough, was short one, for was captured Oct. Cedar Creek and sent 
to Fort Delaware, where he died of influenza of the lungs Apr. 30, 1865. 

49. The envelop address, hand other than Dr. McGarity’s, is: Mrs. 
Fanny McGarity, Care Mess. Wm. Mount and Co., Fort Gaines, 
The postmark almost entirely obliterated, although the figure legible. 
There Confederate stamp (10 
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Near Strasburg, Va. 


October 15th 1864. 
Sweet Wife— 


are line awaiting the approach other movement the 
enemy. Yesterday occupied the same positions today. -The 
day before came from near Edenburg this place, 
front. engaged the enemy just beyond Strasburg, and drove him 
very prettily. killed and wounded good many and captured 
some seventy five. drove the enemy across the creek two miles 
beyond when night closed the scene. all came back this 
side town our old works from which were stampeded the 
22cd. Ult. and camped. Yesterday morning the enemy threatened 
advance. advanced half mile, established new line and lay 
wait for him all day but came not. Last night went back 
same place and camped. This morning came out front 
line again where now are Everything now quiet. The 
enemy some two miles front. not think will attack 
though may. does not will apt fall back farther 
which event are certain follow. will not attack—unless 
can get advantage position. Our Army good condition— 
spirits and health fine. will whip the enemy whenever fight 
him again. 

While was writing the last sentence received orders fall 
and march back same camp for the night. will either repeat 
the same thing tomorrow, have fight forward. The days work 
will depend the movements the enemy. 

The weather getting cool—sometimes cold. wish Billie and 
Bro. had some more blankets. have fight they will get 
some. They are very well. Bro. William’s feet were little sore 
the other day, but are about well now. Our boys are all good 
health. Very little sickness camps. 

hopes the Raiders were prevented from doing much 
damage. 

Darling, day before yesterday while were approaching the 
enemy, recd. your sweet letter No. 24, and both and recd. one 


also. read them all and got great deal news from Lovely 
Tinie. 


50. Brig.-Gen. Kershaw (Jan. 1822-Apr. 13, 1894). 
51. For account the affair Mariana, Florida, see 
War the Rebellion, ser. vol. 35, part 448, and vol. 52, 
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now night. will write again first chance. But little news 
among us, but what have encouraging. 
great deal love all. 


Your Devoted Husband, 


McGarity 
vii 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 


Mayfield, Ga. Janry 2cd. 1865 
Dear reached here last night—will take the train for Au- 


gusta this morning. Had cold and tiresome time. Got baggage 
brought all the way from Milledgeville, but walked most the way 


myself.53 Our party all still together. stayed houses every 
night. 


reported that the enemy coming the river towards Au- 
gusta. very fearful will cut communication can’t hear 
from each other. the Yankees get Henry you had better play 
off sick them. They committed several outrages about Milledge- 
ville. They are terrible set villians. Prospects look gloomy. 
God help all. Write all the time any how. Love all. 


Your Devoted Husband, 
McGarity.54 


52. The envelop address is: Mrs. Fannie McGarity, Care Wm. Mount 
and Co., Fort Gaines, Ga. The postmark almost wholly obliterated, except 
the date “17,” but probably WOODSTOCK, cancelling the stamp. 

While letters from Dr. McGarity between this Oct. and that Jan. 
(post) appear have survived, must have written others during the next 
two weeks. Oct. came the battle Cedar Creek, when the field hospital 
which was working fell into the hands the enemy and became, accord- 
ing inspection report Oct. 30, prisoner war, and was transferred 
Point Lookout, Maryland. The record states that was captured Strasburg 
Oct. 20, arrived the Baltimore hospital Oct. 26, and was exchanged Oct. 31. 
inspection report dated New Market, Va., Nov. 29, states that was 
then absent authority the Division surgeon. inspection report dated 
Petersburg Dec. states that was absent authority General 

Dr. McGarity once stated this contributor that, having labored the 
field hospital through the day and night Oct. 19, the early morning 
Oct. was sent for General Sheridan, whose headquarters were nearby. 
found General Sheridan breakfast, was invited join him and gladly 
accepted. General Sheridan instructed him take charge the hospital and 
asked him make out requisition for the needed medical which 
did. and presently returned his task caring for the wounded. 

relating this incident Dr. McGarity remarked: “You know, doctors were 
regarded non-combatants.” Interesting light thrown that subject 
letter from General Robert Lee General George McClellan, June 17, 
1862, published Medical History, September, 1938. proposi- 
tion,” wrote General Lee, “to consider Medical Officers care the sick and 
wounded non-combatants, concurred me; and such officers will 
regarded the operations the Armies Northern and Eastern Virginia. 

take this occasion thank you for the unconditional release Dr. Tay- 
the Army, who was left attendance upon sick man Wil- 

amsburg.” 

53. The distance from Milledgeville Mayfield approximately thirty miles. 
According his letter Jan. 28th, had left home Dec. 27. 


54. This hurriedly penciled note inferior piece paper. 
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Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Charlotte No. Ca. 


Janry. 5th, 1865. 
Dear Wife 


reached this place this morning o’clock and will have lie 
over till this evening. seems there nothing but misconnec- 
tions the route now. will nearly two weeks making the trip. 
These repeated detentions add greatly gloom and restlessness. 
have seen nor heard nothing cheering since tearfully and sorrowfully 
left Darling and home. good news from any quarter. The 
men every where are whipped and the women are travelling all over 
the country the cars. There are more men all the Depots and 
Cities than have been since the war commenced. Thousands them 
have given and say they will fight more. With the present 
lights can see but little room for hope. God help us. 

learn our Command three miles from Petersburg and that the 
whole Army has drawn meat any sort near week. hope 
rations and prospects will get better. 

Love All. Write often Your Own Husband 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Stewart Hospital Richmond Va. 
Janry. 22cd. 1865 
Dear Wife— 

glad inform you that improving considerably—am able 
sit almost one third the day now. When first came here 
and for week there after was not able sit any all. was 
very sick, but did not think myself afraid 
Darling will never able stand this climate the winter like 
have heretofore. wish could transferred warmer country. 
have suffered with cold more since left home than ever did Va. 

heard yesterday that trunk was all right the Ala. Depot. 
going send after tomorrow. also understand that Potter57 
gone home and carried the watch, chain, knife, etc. was the 
City when came here, but was not able look him up. 

have heard nothing from you since saw you—am getting very 
anxious get some news from home. Write all about everything. 


55. The postmark the envelop the date invisible. 
There stamp, but “Due written above the usual address. the 
upper left-hand corner is: “Dr. McGarity, Ala 

The “Morning Report” Stuart’s Hospital for Jan. records that Dr. 
McGarity was admitted Jan. 18, and the “Register” records his sickness 
“Hepatitis chron.”; further, that returned duty March 

57. See note ante, and note 63, post. 
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expect there are some letters for the Regt., and they 


will write more when get stouter. Love All. 


Your Devoted Husband 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Stewart Hospt. Richmond Va. 


No. Psalms and 50. Janry. 25. 
Sweet Wife 


still here, but almost able return Regt. Will 
short time the weather remain good and get back set. 
have not been able out Town since came here, but sent 
the Ala. Depot after trunk—found all right. The heavy jeans 
coat and under clothing come the right time assure you. The 
coat more than warm again the blue one. The City filled 
with peace rumors, Armistice three months etc. Blair5® here 
now his second visit. also said that France and England are 
going recognize after 4th March next. not able say 
whether there anything all the rumors not. One thing 
know, four days since one dollar gold would buy sixty Con- 
fed. now would not buy more than twenty five. The spirits 


our people are getting again. May they never depressed any 
more. 


The weather cold but pleasant. have had some very disagree- 
able the last week, and may have more the next twenty four 
hours—there telling. have heard nothing from home since 
left. unnecessary tell you that getting anxious get 


58. Relative Dr. McGarity’s hospitalization, the following note Mrs. 
McGarity from Capt. Tennille the 9th Georgia regiment apropos here: 


“Fort Gaines Geo. January 27th 1865. 
“Mrs. McGarity 
Dear Madam 


the request Dr. McGarity, your husband, now write you. saw Dr. 
McG. the 16th inst. the Stewart Hospital Richmond: was sick, and 
did not feel like writing, asked [sic] stead, when 
arrived Fort Gaines. His disease was catarral character. desired 
that you would not be at all uneasy [as] his condition was nothing like danger- 
ous. [An]d assure you that from own observation [I] would not advise 
that you let his sickness give you any great trouble. was the greater 
part each day while saw him. 

With much respect Madam 
your Obt. Sevt. 


Tennille.” 
William Tennille, years age, student, recorded the census 


Clay County, Georgia (Fort Gaines), the family Francis Tennille, 61, 
farmer (real estate $29,000, personalty $90,075, born Georgia). entered 
the service lieutenant Company 9th Georgia, June 11, 1861. Feb. 
1862, was detailed recruiting officer. November was appointed 
captain and in December was made adjutant and inspector general on the staff 
Brigadier General George Anderson. Medical examining boards, July 
and 1864, found him disabled for field duty, and Jan. 11, 1865, 
was retired. 


59. Francis Blair, Sr. (Apr. 12, 1791-Oct. 18, 1876). 
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some your sweet letters. know you have written and hope 
will get them soon. 


There but little firing along the lines now, though some almost 
all the time. There perfect quiet. 

Write all the news. want see and hear from you worse 
than ever before. hope you are well—also all the family. 

Love All. 

Your Loving Husband 
McGarity. 

Janry. 26th.60 Good Morning Darling. How are you this 
morning—hope you are well. better than have been three 
weeks. Will well soon nothing happens. 

friend Lt. leaves this hospital for Macon this morn- 
ing will get him mail this that place. uncertain 
about the mail much better send hand when can. 

dressed this morning and going the City day. 
may able draw some fine gray cloth, all exchanged prisoners 
are entitled suit. not know whether can get till trie. 
will know night. have’nt time write more now. 

Thousands love and kisses all. 


Your Own Abner. 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Stewart Hospital Richmond Va. 
No. Psalms. and 56. Janry. 28th 1865. 
Dear Tinie— 

about statue quo—Cannot say that have improved any 
since wrote you last. The weather extremely cold which greatly 
retards recovery. not get better soon shall try 
transferred south. afraid will never able stand this 
climate have. have wished ever since left home that had 
reported hospital, nearer home, for treatment. was sick when 
started and have been ever since. was the most disagreeable 
trip have ever made. One night started from Greensboro Dan- 
ville old freight car without seats and the mud the floor 
two and half inches deep. run litile and then backed little— 
all travelled about ten miles, and day found quarter 
mile where startted dark. rained and blowed all night 
and was very cold. The old car leaked considerably and had 
shutters doors windows. Love all the nights ever spent 
that was the worst. Such nights that and exposures all the way 
and already sick what put such fix now. But 


60. This addition pencil and smaller sheet inferior paper. 
61. Lieutenant Richardson remains unidentified. 
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Darling, unless get good well, not going exposed 
severe weather much more this winter. pretty good quarters 
now and intend remain them till get well transferred, 
try for it. not willing expose myself when believe that 
jeopardize life it. long remain here there danger 
getting worse, Darling, you need give yourself un- 
easilness about me. good house and have good bed. 
diet much better than the hospital fare generally the 
diet list. get chicken, milk, butter, eggs etc. have some the 
butter you gave yet, and when not get enough add little 
that it, though generally get enough appetite not 
first rate. 

Now Darling not think that seriously sick for 
not so, but were back camp now would become so. 

Darling was one month yesterday since left home, and such 
month has been. have thought you almost every minute 
since left you. Never before did hate leave you much. 
under the circumstances that had leave you. The chances were 
good for not able hear from each other, and above 
all your condition much anxiety me. hope that your 
health and will remain good. How our little getting 
along? Now ain’t saucy boy asking such questions? Yes 
but Darling, earnest—I want know. Tell all about 
just like you were talking me. have heard nothing from you 
yet. They promised send letters from the Regt., but 
afraid they are not doing it. ought have received some 
before now. know you have written several. 

reckon will carry you the watch, chain and some other 
little articles. did not get see him before left. Your saddle 
and one mine were left the Valley. judge the Yankees got 
them. two best ones are safe, one here and one with horse 
the Regt. bridle was like horse, used up. clothes are 
all right. failed draw any cloth—do’nt think will ever try 
any more. Some men can draw enough for themselves and families. 


Col. Oats here. tried get cloth the other day also and 
made failure. 


62. The allusion evidently forthcoming addition his family ana 
must set down the category prophecy. ithout doubt the doctor was 

rophesying that the newcomer would and had name him 
his two grandfathers, John McGarity and Edmund Cody. The prophecy 
was fulfilled, and the name given him was John Some years later, 
however, was changed Edmund Cody. This Cody McGarity was 
born Aug. 23, 1865, and died Nov. 19. 

63. See notes and 57, ante. William Potter enlisted private 
12th Alabama infantry, June 1861, Mobile County, Ala. year 
later (June 10, 1862) was assigned the duties clerk the quarter- 
master’s department. According receipted rolls his pay quartermaster’s 
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Respects Col. McKays and Dr. How little 
Swann getting along? does grow and cry any? 
Much love all. 


Your Loving Husband 
McGarity. 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 


Stewart Hospital Richmond 


No.9. Psalms and 64. Feb. 1865 
Dear Lovely Wife. 


near the close lovely day. have been sitting all day 
reading the Authoress Beulah. well written and 
will pay you read it, you can get it. Like Beulah there rather 
too much stubborness the female characters. 


still improving slowly, but lack great deal being well yet. 
troubled with Diarrhoea, and very weak. But Love 
rest easy, there danger case. will get well when the 
winter breaks. were that climate would recover immediately, 
but somehow other can’t stand this used to. don’t know 
whether shall apply for transfer not. shall apply 


clerk was cents per day. muster roll for September and October, 1864, 
records that was last paid Aug. 31, 1864. The undated note from 
Potter Mrs. McGarity doubtless approximately this date: 


“Mrs. McGarity 
Madam 

send you Purcell, your Gold. Watch and chain left Dr. McGarity 
with me, which trust you will receive safely. also had Virginia some 

for you, but sorry say, forgot bring them, but will give 
them the Dr. soon get back. should have sent you the Watch be- 
fore, but intended calling with it myself as I went to Eufaula, and since I have 
been here, have not seen any one from your neighborhood. Please make kind 
regards Dr. McGarity, and allow with much respect. 
Your Obedt. Sevt. 
William Potter.” 

64. Dr. William Johnson was resident Fort Gaines. The census 1860 
records him years age, born Georgia, and credits him with real 
estate the value $10,000 and personal property the value $20,000. 

65. The present scribe hereby driven the conclusion that the “Little 
Swann could have been none other than himself, that writing two months 
old one day. bound aver nevertheless that was never 
vealed him that his parents had any time contemplated naming him for 
his two grandfathers, Swan Burnett and Edmund Cody. there was 
concert doubt the part the two families (see note 62, above) whether 
name their sons for both grandfathers, doubt presently resolved decisions 
(whether unilateral concerted can not now determined) roil the spirit 
only one, and that the maternal grandfather. for the second query, 
assuming that this present truth that infant, now waxed years and 
stature, there appears have been much testimony that grew moderately 
though cried immoderately. Indeed some deponents have stoutly maintained 
that was the brat whom the poet grumbled when wrote: 


“An infant crying the night, 
infant for the light, 
With language but cry.” 


66. “Macaria; Altars Sacrifice, the Author Beulah,” second edi- 
tion, was published Richmond 1864 West and Johnston. Later editions 
name the author Mrs. Augusta Evans Wilson. 


| 
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How would you like that Darling? Are you 
down that you were Ft. enterprise? would prefer 
remaining the Va. and certainly will health will permit, 
but not, think ought South. And away from this 
Army want get near home possible. would nice 
near enough home see you once twice month. The thought 
too pleasant dwell till see whether there any reality it. 
lets wait and see. 

you are aware Madame Rumor flooding the country with 
Peace reports. Commissioners have gone Washington treat with 
the Yankee Government.68 What will result yet veiled mys- 
tery. fear nothing. the Yankees give what ask, 
partly because fear foreign interference. And our Gov’rnt. will 
accept peace short independence. Our people and soldiers 
are thousand per cent more sanguine than when reached the 
Army less than month ago. Then they were very low spirited, 
now they are good spirits ever saw them. How with 
the people home? Are they still below zero when was there? 
They got lower down than had ever been. never want get 
any more. now near dark—I will finish tomorrow. Pleasant 
dreams Love. 

Thursday 2cd. Darling well this morning? Hope her little 
stomach not sick much. did’nt rest well last night, but feel 
refreshed. news this morning—everything seems quiet, except 
report that Sherman advancing the river towards Augusta 
and Branchville. gets either our communication with each other 
will suspended. Heaven grant that may not so. have heard 
nothing from you since left, but live hopes long our com- 
munication kept up. growing anxious assure you. Don’t 
know how your health the health the family is, how Bro. 


67. The register the medical director’s office records that made ap- 
plication Feb. for transfer yet his letter Feb. (post) 
says will make the application “day after tomorrow.” Meanwhile had 
been appointed (Jan. 28) assistant surgeon P.A.C.S. Feb. accepted 
the appointment (by letter the Hon. John Breckinridge, Secretary 
War), and subscribed the following oath before Joseph Mayo, mayor Rich- 


mond: 

“Having been appointed Asst. Surgeon the the 
hereby accept the same, and certify that I am aged 32 years 4 months, born in 
the state Georgia, appointed from the state Alabama, and 
Garity, do solemnly swear or affirm, that while I continue in the service I 
will bear true faith and yield obedience the STATES 
AMERICA, and that will observe and obey the orders the President the 
Coufederate States, and the orders the Officers appointed over me, according 
the Rules the Articles War. 


Abner Embry McGarity.” 


68. This known the Hampton Roads Conference, held February 
board the Union transport, River Queen. The commissioners the part the 
Confederate States were Alexander H. Stphens, R. M. T. Hunter, and John A. 
Campbell. President Lincoln and his Secretary State, William Seward, 
represented the United States. See Randall, The Oivil War and Recon- 
struction (Boston, 1937), 676-678 
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know though that not Darling’s fault. fear they are send- 
ing letters from the Regt. wrote them yesterday about it. 
Something wrong somewhere. asked the Surgn. Genl.70 this 
morning when could make application for transfer and told 
not till next Thursday. Whether shall make will depend 
condition that time. Would you approve it? 

some colder day than yesterday. Cold weather always sets 
back. That was the cause resting badly. 

have this hospital about one hundred Officers. 
officer’s hospital. only got two meals day until recently—we 
are getting three now. The wards have forty beds them and four 
fire places. 

and dissatisfied. Want where can serve country, but 
can’t this climate now. 

contented, watchful and prayerful. will try likewise. 

Thousands love all. 

Your Boy 
Abner. 


Dr. McGarity Ann Elizabeth Cody71 
Richmond Va. 


February 3rd, 1865 
Dear Sister Ann 


have only time write you line. here hospital. Have 
been quite sick, but improving slowly. not know when will 
able duty. Cousin Jim here—brought long sweet 
letter from Tinie, the first have had since left hcme. was 
glad hear you were all well and that you were College. Make 
good use your time. You can’t apply yourself too closely. hope 
you are pleased. Try Christian and scholar the advice 
one who loves you dear, sweet Sister. 

will write more length when have more time and feel better. 
not uneasy about me. not dangerously sick. taking 
good care myself—am good quarters. 

Write often. Direct Ala. news but peace rumors. 
cannot tell what they will amount to. great many think will 


69. What the Fort Gaines affair was not revealed. “Bro. was 
Burnett, father this contributor. “Sis was Anne Elizabeth Cody, 
younger sister Mrs. McGarity and Mrs. Burnett. See the letter February 


3, post. : 
70. The Surgeon General was Samuel Preston Moore, M.D. (1813-May 31, 
1889). sketch him Dictionary American Biography. 
71. See note 69, above. Anne Elizabeth Cody (Mar. 1850-Apr. 24, 1913) 
was married (Nov. 21, 1867) Lewis Jefferson Laird Ala. 
See Ga. Hist. Quart., December, 1939, 377, note 38. 
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have peace. Heaven grant it. wrote Tinie also Dr. 
Love Miss Jennie and all your friends. 
Your Devoted Bro. 
McGarity 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Stewart Hospital Richmond 

Tinie 

the sabbath, rather blustery, cool day. The church bells are 
ringing the several churches, but hardly able attend. Last 
night took morphine and had back cupped which caused 
rest better than have since have been here. think shall apply 
for transfer next Thursday, and rather think will get it, though 
may not. The Surgeons the hospital think will. general 
health much better but the seat the disability which 
back, still remains. That climate together with keeping off horse 
back would relieve once. you not think ought 
Eufaula under the circumstances? know your noble, generous heart 
will say “yes darling come you can.” “Nothing but sickness 
would make willing for you leave the A.N.Va., but that will.” 
Before your sweet eyes read this scrawl will know whether will 
get the transfer 

you get letters regularly? You said your sweet letter, 
Jim, that you had mail, hope you will have male August 
next) two weeks, and could not hear from me. What can the 
matter? have sent several letters hand across where the rail 
road was cut. You certainly ought get them. judge you have 
before now. 

Pardon little mischief the parenthysis Love. You know 
sometimes get little mischievous any how. There news here. 
good deal speechifying, the able men the country, the 
War. have not been well enough hear any them. Last 
night Ex. Gov. Wise74 made flaming speech, suppose, and 
said “There peace yet, but coming.” don’t think this 
Congress will put the negroes the soldiers. reported 
have plenty soldiers. regard the best news have heard 
since the war commenced. only fear not so. told 


72. Concerning Dr. Michael Cassady see note the December issue. 
Miss Jennie doubtless Jennie McKay, daughter Col. Archibald McKay. 
See Ga. Hist. Quart., September, 1939, pp. 280, 287 (notes and 43). 

73. See note 67, ante, and note 85, post. 

74. Henry Alexander Wise (Dec. 1806-Sept. 12, 1876). 

75. James Pugh. See note the December issue. 
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yesterday that was certainly fact. has not been published 
the papers yet. 

Well, Darling reckon you are all today. wish 
could with you. have heard but little preaching lately, but 
Darling trying live right. God help all so. May 
His Grace sustain these trying times. May all trust Him 
all times and under all circumstances. Let commit ourselves 
and our all His care, and all will well. 

Love Grand Ma, Bro. J., Sis., all the children and negroes. 

Your Abner. 

saw Mr. who used live with Uncle Hollis.78 
says Auntie the best woman ever saw. also told that 
Cousin Williams health was much better than formerly. Hos- 
pital Stewart the 6th Ga. Militia. His wife has babe. Deck 
Florida running factory. John got wounded the Valley and 


had three fingers taken off, and now home, the family well when 
heard last. 


Col. Oats found his lost negro yesterday and has him jail. 
says going sell him this week. 


76. Judson Baptist Church, which Mrs. McGarity’s father, Rev. 
Cody, had been almost from the beginning his ministerial career the 
time his death, December 12, 1863. 

Mr. was probably John Majors, then resident Chattahoochee 
County, Georgia, adjoining Marion County, which the Hollises (see the next 
note below) resided. See Norma Kate Rogers, History County, 


282. 

78. Dr. William Hollis Glenalta, Marion County, Georgia. was 
his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth (Henderson) Hollis, elder sister Mrs. McGarity’s 
mother, Mrs. Sarah (Henderson) Cody. “Cousin William” was William Hollis 
(Apr. 1833-Oct. 16, 1922). Twice discharged from service because ill 
health, enrolled, Aug. 1863, Capt. Miller’s company, the third 
three companies organized Chattahoochee and Marion counties for local 
defense, which became second lieutenant. After the expiration that 
enlistment (which was for six months) have enlisted Com- 
the 6th Georgia militia, which the records are very scant. John 

Hollis (Oct. 1838-Nov. 1905), younger brother, enlisted Company 
10th Georgia Infantry, May 18, 1861. was slightly wounded the 
hand the summer 1863 (letter Mrs. Elizabeth Henderson Hollis 
this contributor). the summer 1864, mentioned Dr. 

eGarity, was wounded, losing three fingers. record shows him 
absent account wound from September, 1864, March, 1865. Previously 
(June 12, had been made sergeant. Another brother, Moses Poin- 
dexter Hollis (May 10, 1835-June 15, 1881), was member Company 
46th Georgia Infantry, having enlisted March 1862. The official record 
is, however, very imperfect. 

Hollis had, prior the war (1859-1861) lived Arkansas. 
1865 and 1866 was member the Georgia legislature, and after the ex- 
Piration that service returned Arkansas, which state spent the 
remainder his long sketch him, while still living, Biographical 
and Historical Memoirs Southern Arkansas (p. 609). See also David 
Thomas, Arkansas and its People (p. 211); Norma Kate Rogers, History 
Chattahoochee Oounty, Georgia; and Nettie Powell, Marion County, 
Georgia. number from William Hollis, 1858-1866, princi ally 


mother, who was his first-cousin, are possession. The six children 
William Hollis, whose wife was Sarah Herndon Marion County, Geor- 
gia. have for the most part made their homes Arkansas, two sons, 


Mack, Pine Bluff, John Herndon Little Rock, and banker, 
arren. 


I 


AND 


Cousin Jim command the Brig. All the boys well far 
you can read this you are pretty good hyeroglyphics.79 
have just heard that our Commissioners have returned from Yan- 
keedom. Lincoln and Seeward [sic] met them Fortress Monroe, 
where they had conference. The result has not been made 


public—have idea what is. Send clothes anybody—I 
have plenty.80 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 


Stewart Hospital, Richmond, Va. 


Lovely Tinie— 


You will pardon for writing you often. wrote you long 
letter Sunday, but don’t know when you will get it. now have 
Cambelton, Fla. (Jud. Malone’s82 Capt.) and will write again. 

There was fight our right yesterday. The enemy attacked 
repulsed him and drove him back his works. and 
Gordon’s Divs. were engaged. 


Our Commissioners are back. Lincoln proposed peace our going 
back into the Union is. very respectfully declined and 
there peace yet. fearful there great deal fighting 
done this year, and get full exchange prisoners, which 
agreed on, will very able it. was very much hopes 
could have peace, but don’t want any but honorable one. 
wrote you last there great deal public speaking 
here. Last night Pres. Davis made speech.84 was sorry was 


79. The three paragraphs, was hyeroglyphics,” are written crosswise 
prior writing the first page. The next paragraph likewise written cross- 
wise prior writing on the third page. 

80. The envelope address is: Mrs. Fannie McGarity, Care Wm. Mount 
and Co. Fort Gaines, Clay Co., Ga. The postmark is: RICHMOND 
There is a ten-cent onfederate stamp. 

81. John Tanner was elected captain “Tanner’s Independent Company 
Florida Infantry” Apr. 30, 1863. muster roll for the months 
October shows him located Thunderbolt, Ga. Dec. 1863, signed 
letter as captain commanding Jackson’s Guards, 4th battalion of Florida in- 
fantry, and his company subsequently became Company 11th Florida infantry. 
An inspection report dated Feb. 25, 1865, near Petersburg, Va., records that 
had been sent the hospital Richmond Oct. 1864, since which time 
he had been absent without leave, his residence given as Mariana, Florida. 
Presumably returned and was captured, for died military prison 
Newport News May 1865. 

82. This was doubtless Young Malone, first lieutenant Company 
Florida volunteers. was mustered into service the organization 
Tanner’s company, Apr. 30, 1863, and elected first lieutenant same 
Nov. 1864, was sent the hospital, where was operated 
in ano”), and on Nov. 27 granted a furlough of 40 days. 

83. Maj.-Gen. William Mahone (Dec. 1826-Oct. 1895). was 
Senator from Virginia, 1881-1887. 

84. The speech President Davis, delivered the evening February be- 
fore mass meeting citizens Richmond, says Professor William Dodd, 
has been called “the greatest oration his life.” [Jefferson Davis (Philadelphia, 
1907), George Jacobs and Co., Pp. 350-353.] The speech not found 
Dunbar Rowland, ed., Jefferson Davis, Hie Letters, 
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not able hear it. The “Big Bugs” all think that all will right [sic] 
after awhile. God grant it. 

are having very disagreeable weather now. Last night snow 
about six inches fell, and day sleeting and freezing. The 
weather would set back great deal were exposed any, 
and does little any way. taking morphine and having 
back cupped every night which causes rest tolerably well till 
just before day, and then roll and tumble and grunt assure you. 
shall make application for transfer Eufaula, day after 
Hope will get it. But the negro said “Blessed dey what spect 
nuffin, for dey shant disappinted,” not expect till you hear 
from me. not want you disappointed. May not be. 

How Darling’s health and how out little getting 
along? hope well will answer both questions. hope you are 
all well and getting along well possible during these troubled 
war times. cold can’t write any more now. 

Send nothing have plenty clothes even 
stay Va. 

Love and kisses all. 

Your Devoted Husband 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Richmond Va. Febry. 21st. 1865 
No. Psalms 103 and 104 
Own Darling Tinie— 

Col. Lightfoot starts for home day. expected with him, 
but will not able [so.] fact fearful that will not 
get all now, because the terrible havoc that Sherman 
committing our rail roads. The Surg. Genl. told that Med. 
Officer would hardly transferred place now that could not 
get rail road, and hence Love afraid “cake all 
dough,” least for the present.88 

almost well now—am able all over the City and eat all 
can get. arrived last night and brought your sweet 
letter, and informed that you were very uneasy about me. 


and (10 vols. Jackson, Miss., 1923), which does, however, contain (VI, 
465-466) his message the Confederate Congress, February concerning the 
Roads Conference. The speech was published the Richmond 
aminer Feb. 

85. See note 67, ante, and note 88, pos 

86. See note ante; also the letters 21, Mar. and Mar. 21, 

87. The envelop Le sees belon to this letter is postmarked : 


CON 
(date undeciperable). addressed: Mrs. Fannie McGarity Care 
Wm. Mount and Co. Gaines Ga. 
88. See note 85, 
89. William Company 6th Alabama, who had been home 
furlough. 
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Darling not for almost well, better than when left 
home. Billie had bad time coming, but would like try the trip 
myself assure you. But going satisfied let the thing 
may. think now that can stand field service again this year 
can’t get Eufaula. 

was glad hear that you were getting along well. 
hope you may continue so. And you are going tell Mrs. McKay 
about it, are you? think you might have asked permission— 
however believe have objections. the little growing 
much? 

sorry that your hopes early peace were soon blasted. 
There are none present. Sherman seems tearing everything 
all smash the Carolinas. great many think that Richmond 
will evacuated pretty soon. think very probable myself. 
Things look gloomy, but hope better days are store for us. 
are whipped will ourselves sin and mismanagement. 

hardly worth while write each other while things are 
they are now except private conveyance. There mail through 
and uncertain when there will be. Let trust God and hope 
that all will well, and try satisfied. 

Love all and kisses 

Your Devoted Husband 

o’clock Cousin Jim will not get off till tomorrow 
evening, so, Darling, you once said, will send few more 
“scratches” the probability will not able send any more 
some time. Before you hear from again uncertain what 
will happen the Confederacy. Grant and Sherman together with 
Thomas from Tennessee and large force from the Coast are 
all concentrating Richmond. they were all remain perfectly 
still now, holding the positions they have, can see chance but 
for evacuate the place. regard almost inevitable. And 
the question where will go? what place and how are 
move our government machinery and other property? The rail roads 
this place are all cut and held the enemy, and continually 
few days, and course destroying the roads comes. And 
besides the property the City can’t move near all our Artillery 
because the scarcity and bad condition our horses. Forage 
scarce that horses are very poor. 

Darling, don’t stop you will think demoralized. But 
not so—I still hope all will well. rely God for assistance 


90. this the letter sheet, 8-14 inches, thin ruled 
paper that probably once was white; the remainder pages) light blue 
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which hope will given us. are yet too sinful. Grant that 
may become less so. now supper time. will finish tomor- 
row. Pleasant dreams you 

Febry. 22cd. Good morning Love. hope you are all well this 
lovely morning. feel like was going get fat again, 
not get the transfer shall able back the field few 
days. weighed yesterday one hundred and sixty pounds, gain 
twenty-five. Darling you see good well again. 

There news this morning. must say little more about the 
prospects. said before believe Richmond will lost, and 
probably great deal government stores, but can save our Army 
and somewhere else where can probably operate better ad- 
maybe farther west. But Darling these are only conjectures 
mine, which may all amount nothing. see what will see. 

2cd. uncertain when can send another letter 
will write little more. And even this chance not exempt from 
danger miscarriage, Col. will have rough road travel.” 
will run considerable risk being captured, and best will have 
great deal the trip make private conveyance. 

Darling you need send nothing any body. fearful 
shall loose all that now have except what can carry horse. 
selling out portion “dudds.” have more than can man- 
age. that they were home. What misfortune rich. 

great many prisoners are coming from Yankeedom. Some 
our boys reached here day before yesterday—among them Jesse 
Bowen.91 They can get furloughs, but can’t get home. 

must close. letter had been shorter S.’s might have 
been longer. Love everybody. 

Tell Josie and Mag. should have written them before now, the 
mails had been regular. 

Let try our duty and trust God. 

Kiss Grandma and all the family for me. Good Bye Loved One. 

Your Abner. 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 

Stuart Hospital, Richmond, Va. 
No. 16. Psalms 129 and 130. Mar. 6th 
Own Wife— 

still here, but will leave tomorrow for the front, well 
enough for service again. wrote you long letter the other day, 


91. Jesse Bowen had been captured July 1863. was 
only Feb. 18, 1865, that was exchanged. 
this Quarterly for March, 1942, (note 55). 


some account him see 
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but not know when you will get it. fact know nothing except 
what see. The City full rumors, but official news any 
kind. hear this morning that the enemy has Augusta, Ga., but 
have idea that so. report that are running 
the cars through Columbia and that the mail carried and 
from Ala. Still another that Johnston has badly whipped Sherman. 
The fact the croakers manufacture bad news and the sanguine 
good counteract it, and hence are constantly drugged with all 
sorts rumors which are entirely without foundation. have, 
however, little authentic news which rather unpleasant. Brig. 
(1500) that was left the Valley with Early was all captured few 
days since. Early and Staff with few other mounted officers were 
all that escaped. The old Genl. has bad luck. 

Since writing you last mind has undergone change reference 
putting the negroes the field. From the immense amount 
running away among them prevent having into the Army, 
fears the part Congress will not done. don’t know what 
can done save long our people are craven hearted 
and weak kneed. are rapidly whipping Our people 
are not the same they were four years ago. Their courage, spirit 
and pride gone. seems strange for eight millions southern 
people talking about submitting two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand Yankees. does not ring like the metal 1860 and 1861. 
would far better off all the croakers were sent the enemy. 
Croaking like cholera spreads epidemic. not stopped 
fearful will prove fatal our people and nation. 
would only our whole duty every respect deliverance would 
certainly come. 

But Darling, will stop making you war speech neither 

hope you have not been uneasy about during sickness 
here. True have been right sick but not all dangerous. have 
had good quarters, rations and treatment. have more clothes than 
can possibly take care of, splendid briddle and saddle but very 
poor horse. hopes she will till spring and then will 
get her fat. 

have spent good deal money since have been here and bought 
but little. Everything much higher since Wilmington fell than 
ever before. box blacking worth twenty apples two 
dollars piece and everything else proportion. 

have pack and get ready leave tomorrow, will have 
close. Thousands love and kisses all. Hoping that 


92. first wrote “ourselves,” then erased and wrote “themselves,” then 
erased that and again wrote 


Darling, our little and all the rest are quite well, remain ever 
Your Devoted Husband 


McGarity. 
Direct 3rd Cavalry 


Barringer’s Brig. 
W.H.F. Lee’s Div. 

want you write constantly any how. They will 
get through some time. anxious hear from you. Ask 
Bro. and Sis. and Sis. write also. 

Your Boy 

March 7th. shall leave very short time for the field. have 
just written short letter. news this will send 
this hand. Kisses all. 

Precious good Bye. 


Abner. 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Hd. Qrs. 3rd Cavalry 
Ten Miles Petersburg, Vr. 
No. Ps. 139 and 140 March 11, 1865 
Own Wife— 

the sabbath, bright lovely day. are picket and per- 
fectly quiet though this morning o’clock had orders 
ready march day light, but the order was countermanded. The 
excitement grew out some movement the enemy which amounted 
nothing. 

Day before yesterday was very cold and rainy day, but yesterday 
and day very pleasant—a few such will dry off the mud and 
Grant can move wants to. him depends the chance early 
fight. 

reaching old Regt. received your sweet letter Dec. 31. 
was written just after left home and breathed mournfully 
sweet our last and severest parting. own 
heart rending think of. And love found when got back 
the Regt. that box containing finest coat and number 
shirts, under clothing, socks and numerous other things together 
with all the clothes brought for Billie Gissendaner was stolen, 
buck skin gloves gone etc. regret the loss Billie’s account more 
than own. have plenty left yet, can keep it. The loss 
the coat was serious—I never wore but once twice. 

now pretty good health and pleasantly situated. The 
Regt. large and composed clever and talented material generally. 
good many Col. friends and expect some Josie 


Col. Archibald McKay, resident the Franklin community, Alabama, 
the late fifties, was native North Carolina (Robeson County). 
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and Maggie’s sweethearts are it. 
the transfer. 

shall send this off mail—have idea when you will get it, 
when will hear from you, but hope very soon. 

hear news except that captured 1500 prisoners and three 
artillery the other day. The negro bill has passed. 
you all think best should like for you send negro 
wait me. 

Direct 3rd Cavalry, Baringers Lee’s Div. 
Hampton’s Corps Va.94 Love all 


think will pleased with 


Your Devoted Abner. 


Dr. McGarity Mrs. McGarity. 
Qrs. 3rd Cavalry 

Stony Creek, Va., miles Weldon, 

No. Matthew March 21st, 186595 


Own Wife— 

Rain threatened day but none has yet fallen, and opera- 
tions depend the weather, are anxious for farmers are 
dry summer. boyhood detested mud but old age, 
Darling, rather fond it. not strange how person’s 
tastes will change? 

far are advised all perfectly quiet all along the lines. 
Yesterday was beautiful day and there was little firing few 
miles north which was doubtless preparatory move. had 
orders cook three days rations and ready move moment’s 
warning. But the favorable moist appearances the morning have 
put quietus all movements for the present least. soon 
the mud disappears are almost certain have some excitement, 
and Johnston can keep Mr. Sherman too much interested 
come here, Lee can manage Mr. Grant. There danger except 
from that great Union Molock. well whipped routed 
have nothing fear, but not done dread the consequences. 
seems that must done all hazards. would cost 


94. Army Northern Virginia. The brigade commander was Brig.-Gen. 
Rufus Barringer (Dec. 1821-Feb. 1895). The commander the third 
North Carolina cavalry this time was probably Lieut.-Col. Roger Moore. 
The colonel, John Baker, and the lieutenant colonel, Alfred Waddell, 
had both resigned August 10, and the same day Major Roger Moore was 
promoted lieutenant colonel. 

95. doubt Dr. McGarity wrote other letters his wife before the army 
was dissolved, but this the last that has survived. The battle Five Forks, 
the last important battle the war, which the forces Lee were 
engaged, was only few days off (April 1), and Appomattox only 
few days more. Yet Dr. McGarity has not wholly despaired. These last days 
are graphically described Douglas Southall Freeman chapters XXXII 
XXXVII Lee’s Lieutenants, volume III. The map the close the volume 
shows the route followed the forces with which Dr. McGarity was con- 
nected from Petersburg the Virginia border north Weldon, North Carolina. 
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great deal dispose the gentleman but unless done Gen. 
Lee will have leave here. Then Darling our hearts will upheave 
anxious wishes for something hinge hope upon early peace 
and independence. These times teach the truth the adage “That 
they who would free must themselves strike the blow.” Then let 
cost what may Sherman’s nefarious designs should thwarted. 
has done more demoralize our soldiers and citizens and 
render our cause doubtful than all the Genls. Abe’s Dominion. 

are getting along the way camp comforts splendidly now. 
Have good quarters for ourselves and good stables for our horses. 
Rations are better than usual—we are drawing flour, bacon, sugar, 
coffee, tobacco and soap day. All this added the boxes sausage, 
lard, butter, ham etc. from together with the fine shad that 
are being caught Stony Creek make “good eating.” decidedly 
better than have ever seen the Army, too good last long 
afraid. are, least, some us. well fixed the way 
beds. Mine quite comfortable. Tinie you see 
getting along well possibly can away from you and home. 
The comforts palace with the ease and elegance king with- 
out the soul cheering presence Tinie would unendurable 
from any cause but that country and Creator. Then 
Darling when away here, and can’t even get occasional 
revivifying, loving toned letter from you, positively wearing 
very life and energy away. shall old when should middle- 
aged this state things exists much longer. any wonder 
that should hate Sherman who the cause not hearing from 
you? That was the only boon soldier-life and now that denied 
me. would give all the money have for letter from you day. 
When will get one know not. Nor know when you will get 
this, whether you get any letters. have not heard word 
from Ala. from the rail road communications since was trans- 
ferred. Our chances hear from each other were considerably les- 
sened leaving Battle’s Brig. But for that should greatly 
pleased with the transfer. tell the truth was tired the 
Ala. This much more pleasant command. More sensible and 
refined and much less home-sick and gruntified. 

feel myself incompetent even venture opinion about that 
part the War which will transpire 1865. are blessed with 
success this year, are free people, but not our ray hope 
will greatly beclouded. 

shall have close soon the mail about off. 

Write all about everything—the health the family, the negroes, 


mules, hogs, crops, garden, chickens and last and greatest our sweet 
little 
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Thousands love Grandma, Bro. J., Sis., and all the children. 
Your Own Husband 


McGarity 
Direct 


3rd Cavalry, Baringer’s Brig., Lee’s Div., Hampton’s 
Corps, Va.96 


John McGarity Dr. Abner Embry McGarity97 


Home June 15th 
Dear Son and Family. 


Having opportunity afforded one time more, presume will not 
amiss for improving such opportunity. not deem Ex- 
pedient write all know for would consume more time than 
have alloted myself write. Neither would for probably should, 
would reveal accident something that would inflict injury 
future myself. will just tell you how are getting along con- 
sidering the hardness the times taken together. are all living 
and Enjoying good health Trusting the same time this will find 
you realizing the same and the full fruition home caused from 
many privations the war which has lately and very suddenly 
terminated. Some-what disastrous least terminated 
the way did not look for it. Crops looks tolerably well Carroll 
corn though small for the season but good color and promising. 
Wheat all Cutt and all most and entire failure, caused rust, but 
shall make enough any how. 


know not how interest you wish but you must look over 
all mistakes and believe that comes from one who wishes well 
whether speaks not. sons-in-law have all got home and 
are Wm. Hearn was unfortunate enough loose his right arm; 


96. The postmark the envelop pen-written: “Stony Va. Mch 22.” 
The stamp (10 cents) canceled with cross-mark pen. The address is: 
Mrs. Fannie C. C. McGarity Care of Wm. Mount and Co. Fort Gaines, Georgia. 

97. The original this letter the possession Mrs. McGar ty, 
Belton, Texas. 

98. Even without benefit the marriage-dates the daughters John 
and Mary pe aay McGarity, it is safe to assume that six sons-in-law had 
one forth to do battle for the South. To these six must be added a seventh 

onfederate soldier, who did not, however, come into the family until some five 
years after the close of the war. As stated in the introduction, there were 
eleven children, of whom Abner Embry was the first-born. Following him came 
six ris in a row: Harriet (February 17, 1835), Elizabeth (November 29, 
1836), Martha (November 25, 1838), Nancy (February 27, 1841), Susan (June 
18, 1843), and Amelia (April 1, 1846). The last-named date may have 
had significance, either Heaven earth, yet may time have 
come regarded prophetic, for then and there the distaff was broken 
and the skein became entangled. The next in line was John Cass (August 14, 
1848), followed Eliza (June 1850), she Seaborn Joseph (July 15, 
1852), and Henrietta (June 17, 1856). 

The husband Harriet was William Hearn, mentioned the letter 
having lost his right arm Jonesboro, Georgia, August 81, 1864. They were 
married 1855, and are recorded the census Carroll County for 1860 
having one son, Abner, two years old. William Hearn enlisted Bowdon, 
Carroll County, May 10, 1862, Company 56th Georgia Infantry. The 
official record shows that, following the fracture his right arm, August 31, 
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was wounded battle Jonesboro Ga. Aug. the arm 
and subsequently amputated, but now doing well enough. Abner 
want you come see this year anyhow. The war has about 
closed, and business all pretty much suspended, all awaiting the issue 
the future, awaiting the future develop itself. You have 


was taken Ocmulgee Hospital, Macon, September where his arm was 
amputated, and that was furloughed October 25, 1864. 

his contributor has been informed that son William and Harriet 
(McGarity) Hearn, Professor Moses Hearn, resides College Park, Georgia, 
and that possesses records the Hearn family running back full four 
hundred years, and of the Embry and McGarity families for at least half that 
ap « Unfortunately the contributor aforesaid has been wholly unsuccessful 
his endeavors obtain the use those records for the benefit these 
sketches, which, assumed, will reveal many deficiencies consequence. 
The contributor deems incumbent upon him make this statement, way 
sustaining some measure defense before the bar the McGarity family 
for his failure to meet their full expectations. So many of them, having 
opened unstintedly the budget of their own recollections, as well as of such 
they possessed, then referred him Professor Hearn. Requiescat 
pace 

The second the catalog sons-in-law, the husband McGarity, 
was Samuel Crumbley. appears from his official record that enlisted 
McDonough, Henry County, Georgia, May 21, 1862, Company 
Georgia Infantry, Captain Thomas Sloan’s company, receiving thereupon 
bounty of $50. Of his service through 1862 and 1863 there is but a meagre 
record. appears have been “present” through 1864 and April 1865, 
when was captured Hooper’s Farm. His name roll 
Lookout, Maryland, June 24, 1865, when took the al- 
egiance. 

Stephen White and wife, Martha, with one daughter, Mary, two years old, 
are recorded the Carroll County census 1860 living next door (or next 
farm) William Hearn. His service record, however, shrouded some 
obscurity. soldier that name enlisted Rome, Ga., Feb. 20, 1862, 
Company Georgia Infantry. July 20, 1862, was detailed, “by con- 
sent (A. Hamilton) nurse Third Division General Hospital, 
Camp Winder, Richmond, have been again detailed that 
Dec. 15, 1862, and remained there late March 1863, later. July 
1864, was admitted Jackson Hospital, Richmond, with gunshot wound 
in the right thigh. He returned to duty Sept. 20. A receipt for clothing is 
dated Sept. 19. Henry Thomas, Doles-Cook Brigade (p. 391), where 
named among the Floyd County Sharpshooters, noted: “Fate unkonwn.” 
accordingly question whether this Stephen White was the husband 
Martha McGarity. Why, for instance, should resident Carroll County 
enlist at Rome, in Floyd County? One member of the family has stated that 
their Stephen White died during the war; another that was killed 
action Vicksburg during the siege, and was buried there James Barnes. 
At all events, his widow afterwards married Newton Wiggins. An S. A. 
White enlisted Bowdon, May 10, 1862, Company 55th Georgia Infantry, 
and was paid $50 bounty. There further record him. 

like doubt hangs about the service record William Monroe Crim, husband 
of Nancy McGarity. One W. M. Crim, who enlisted May 1, 1862, in Company 
45th Alabama, has service record the end 1864, the last two months 
the ‘year extra duty bridge builder the Memphis and 
ton Railroad. Another Crim enlisted Auburn, Alabama, March 
13, 1862, Company regiment Alabama Volunteers. Having served 
through the war, appears muster roll officers and men, dated 
Greensboro,” North Carolina, April 28, 1865, who were paroled The 
latter believed William Monroe Crim (Aug. 20, 1829-Oct. 29, 1896), 
husband Nancy McGarity. She died June 1913. Their daughter, Miss 
Florence Crim. who has generously furnished such information she possessed 
respecting her father’s war service and concerning the McGarity family as well, 
resides in Atlanta. 

Son-in-law number five, the husband Susan McGarity, has not wholly 
escaped the confusion names, but appears fairly certain that was 
James Barnes, who enlisted Bowdon May 10, 1862, Company 56th 
Georgia Infantry. (A few items found amongst his records carry the designa- 
tion, Co. 39th Georgia Infantry). June 13, 1862, was bounty 
$50. July 1863, was taken prisoner Vicksburg and there paroled 
July The possibility confusion arises from the fact that James 
Barnes also enlisted Bowdon, although his enlistment was July 30, 1861, 
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nothing very urgent pressing, nor wont have this year, take 
your family and come see me. Nothing required but good 
resolution and nothing but but start and will guarantee 
you get here, should you make the attempt. Come any how 
the 20th July for want Atlanta some time August 


and Company Cobb’s Legion Volunteers. Wounded and captured 
September, 1862, James Barnes was some time prisoner Fort 
Henry, Baltimore. Exchanged or paroled he appears to have been sent to 
the General Hospital Petersburg early December, where was granted 
furlough ninety days Dec. 19. The few records him 1863 and 
1864 designate him sergeant. was captured Sailor’s Creek, near Farm- 
ville, Va., April 6, 1865, and sent to Newport News, where he took the oath 
allegiance June 25. His description is: complextion fair; hair light; eyes 
blue; height 6 feet. 

The sixth son-in-law, the husband Amelia, was William Franklin Morris. 
Legion, having enlisted at Bowdon July 30, 1861, along with James J. Barnes 
mentioned above. November, 1861, had become corporal, and was 
made corporal just year later. The intervening items his record show 
only that was admitted General Hospital No. 18, Richmond, May 1862, 
whence he was transferred to Lynchburg | 5. Thence the record is blank 
until Jan. 13, 1864, when was paid for the period Sept. Dec. $68. 
Muster rolls for the period A to August, 1864, designate him as 3d sergeant. 
There are six receipts for clothing, one dated Jan. 1864, the others Septem- 
ber, October, and November. He also was captured at Sailor’s Creek Apr. 6, 
1865, and sent to Newport News, where he took the oath of allegiance June 
25. He is described as: eyes blue; height 5 feet, 9 inches. 

Another Confederate soldier, William Floyd Morris (Mar. 22, 1845-Aug. 
1889), became the seventh the list John sons-in-law, although 
was not until March 28, 1870, that married Bliza McGarity. Briefly, 
his service record follows: enlisted Bowdon February 14, 1863, 
Company I, 2d regiment, Georgia State Line, commanded by Colonel James Wil- 
son. The company’s captain was Potts. After the surrender William Floyd 
Morris was discharged Columbus, Georgia. 

Here would seem altogether appropriate record, however briefly, 
colorful chapter in the history of this numerous family, and it seems sapeemly 
fitting that done the language daughter this couple, Mrs. 
Brook. father died,” she writes, “and Aunt Amelia died, mother 
married William Franklin Morris, father’s cousin. He was then my cousin— 
uncle—dad.” Her aunt Amelia died May, 1905, and August 28th followin 
her mother married William Franklin Morris. The latter died May, 1913. 
Eliza (McGarity) Morris died May 25, 1932. 

Altogether the contribution this one family the cause the South 
was notable one, even though, aside from Dr. Abner Embry McGarity, the 
contribution the battle-lines was sons-in-law rather than through 
sons. John Cass McGarity, the eighth child and the second son, was not yet 
seventeen years of age when the war came to a close. Adopting the career 
of an educator, he was a teacher for thirty-five years, then entered the ministry. 
which pursued for some twenty years. For brief period only veer 
off into politics, serve single term the Georgia House Representatives 
(1892). died 1910. His wife, who was Martha Darden, passed away 
only in December, 1945. 

Seaborn Joseph McGarity, the third son, termed some his numerous 
kin “the philosopher the outlived, the wont philosophers, 
all his contemporaries, having passed away only recently August 1945, 
at the ripe age of ninety-three. His wife was Matilda Barnes. 

The the family, Henrietta (named for this contributor’s mother), 
married Greene Sewell, life-long teacher. She died oung 
woman, fifty-two. Her husband passed away only January 17, 1942, 
the age of ninety. 

Here behooves the contributor further identify the several members 
the McGarity family whom acknowledgments were offered the intro- 
duction. Miss Florence Crim, Atlanta, the daughter William Monroe 
Crim and Nancy (McGarity) Crim, Mrs. Brock, Georgia, 
the daughter John McGarity and Martha (Darden) Mrs. 
Brook (recently deceased), Roanoke, Alabama, was the daughter Wil- 


liam Floyd Morris and Eliza (McGarity) Morris. Mrs. Jackson, Bow- 
Georgia, 


don, Georgia, sister Mrs. Brook. Mrs. Stipe, Elko. 
daughter Greene Sewell and Henrietta (McGarity) Sewell. 


DocuMENTS 


see you can’t come that time try and come 
the fall any how. know want see you worse than ever 
did life and all want see you and you have been away 
long think surely you will come after many hard and fervent 
importunities. Abner proud think that you have survived the 
war and have been permitted return home your family. trust 
enjoy Peace and Tranquillity during the remainder your life. 

seems like that family and also generation has come 
out very good circumstances. Some lives have been lost some limbs 
amputated, but generally lucky[.] know not our destiny yet. Some 
seem think that slavery will abolished, lands confiscated, Taxes 
burdensome, but can’t hardly believe will bad sur- 
mised. Though may be, and may worse. don’t pretend 
make any Conjecture whatever. Though may brought the 
most abject circumstances well know that when reverses meets 


$9. John mother, whose maiden name was Mary Scales, was 
this time seventy-eight years old. She died in 1872, at the age of eighty-five, 
and was buried church yard near Ben Hill, Georgia. Her husband, Abner 
McGarity, had died 1832 (not 1828, originally stated the 
tion). Such at least is the statement of Mrs. M. J. Brook, and the census of 
1830, which shows Abner McGarity still living DeKalb County, aged between 
fifty and sixty, supports that conclusion. the census 1850, the first census 
record all members household name, age, and place birth, records 
Mary McGarity as sixty-three yure of age and that she was born in Virginia. 
She was living the household Solomon McGarity, her son, thirty-four years 
of age, his wife, Caroline, of the same age (born in South Carolina), and five 
children, aged ten two. Solomon McGarity’s farm, valued $2000, was 
in the “Black Hall” District, now in Fulton County. 

the introduction was stated that the children Abner and Mary 
(Seales) McGarity were seven number and that John was the second. 
now appears that there were eight, four sons and four 
Abealom, Solomon, and John; Polly, Nancy, Rhoda, and Sally. indicated 
above, Solomon was some nine years younger than John, and as pointed out 
in note 100, below, Nancy was two zoars older than John The censuses of 1820 
(Elbert County) and 1830 (DeKalb County) offer some for speculation. 

100. Killis Brown was the husband John McGarity’s sister Nancy and 
had been a resident of DeKalb County since 1822, when, a young man of 
twenty-one twenty-two, had removed thither from Franklin County. 
was the same year that his wife’s parents, Abner and (Scales) 
McGarity had removed to DeKalb from Elbert County. Killis and Nancy were 
married probably shortly before 1830, the census that year records 
and the the census 1850 gives the age their eldest child, Anna, 
nineteen. The same census gives the age Killis Brown 49, that 
his wife, Nancy, forty-five, and lists eight Eliza J., Jesse, 
Seaborn, Lewis, Killis, Allen, and Zachariah, the latter four years age. 
The census which names their post office Decatur, records the 
value his real estate $4500, his personalty $2000. From John 
Garity’s letter may inferred that the Browns, well other relatives 
the McGarity’s, had suffered severely consequence the fighting about 
Atlanta. Something Killis Brown’s logses consequence the war may 
inferred from the census 1870, which puts the value his real estate 
$1700. With him were then living his youngest son, Zachariah (25) and 
his daughter Eliza (38). His sons Lewis (30) and Allen (27) were married 
and living beside him. This contributor ventures the opinion that the name 
Killis was originally Achilles, the opinion being based personal knowledge 
such shortening another instance. The name, the form Killis, appears 
nevertheless to have been common in the Brown family. For instance, a 
younger brother Killis, Joel, who was living beside him 1850, had 
son named Killis, six years old, one nine children. 
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our path-way and obstacles rise Mountain high before manly, 
noble, look them straight the face and with firmness and 
decision strive overcome them all hazards. 

have written about all know and probably had best conclude, 
have nothing else that would interesting. Most all our 
Connexion living around Atlanta have faired very badly. Your Uncle 
Killis lost about all had, and the same fate might 
said about them all loss property. 

You must write often and let know how you are getting 
along business[.] Give best Compliments Michael 
and family. Say Michael that the Mule left for never 
received it. supposed have been stolen from the place where 
left it. 

The children sends you their best love and compliments and says they 
want see you and Fannie very much. 

remain ever your 


Affectionate Father 
John 


101. Probably the Michael who was sometime overseer the Ed- 
mund Cody estate. The census 1850 records Michael Holmes, twenty- 
two years age, born North Carolina; Martha Holmes, forty-five (doubtless 
his mother), and six other children, ranging age from twenty down 10, 
including Edward, sixteen years old (see note 18, ante). The census of 1860 
records Michael Holmes twice sheriff, once (on 174) thirty-two years 
age, again (p. 178) thirty-three. 

102. stated the preface, John McGarity was born Nov. 22, 1807, and 
died Sept. 11, 1893. 
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CONFEDERATE NECROLOGY 
OBITUARY 


Upon the long list patriots, whose names are recorded martyrs 
the cause the independence the Confederate States, name 
found which represents purer and more disinterested patriotism than 
that Major RUSSELL. was emong the first who responded 
his country’s call for volunteers maintain and defend its honor 
and rights. entered the services April, 1861, Lieutenant 
the Walker Light Infantry, and served first Florida, and after- 
wards with conspicuous gallantry North-Western Virginia. Upon 
the disbandment the Regiment Georgia Volunteers March, 
1862, raised Cavalry Company with which did effective service 
the coasts Georgia and South Carolina. Subsequently his regi- 
ment, the 7th Ga. Cavalry was ordered Virginia, and fell 
mortally wounded the 11th June, the battle 
Station, and died the 14th, the 25th year his age. Emulous 
the brave deeds others, characteristically brave himself, pas- 
sionately devoted his country’s cause, met danger undismayed, 
and fell nobly battling for independence. Though fallen, won 
proud name, led his portion the line the thickest the 
fight, and yielded his life aiding gain one the greatest vic- 
tories the war over the base and vandal foe. 

His character was marked with every virtue which can adorn man. 
High toned and honorable his dealings, scorned everything 
grovelling and degrading our nature. son, was the pride 
his parents, husband, father and brother, was kind, gentle 
and devoted, and leaves them and his family, (with sense 
their bereavement which time can dispel) legacy honor 
and patriotism which should soften their heavy affliction. The writer 
can well imagine how, his life was fast ebbing away, his thoughts 
were turned all the loved ones home, especially, his young 
wife and two interesting and lovely children from whom had been 
separated most the time for the past three years. Still left 
him unchanged the mastery his great will and purpose, for among 
other utterances his last moments, said, know that must die, 
but perfectly willing meet fate such cause.” the 
earth rent before gems are found, war’s deep furrows develope 
the great and martial virtues the true and the brave. Our 
people can never forget, yea, they will ever cherish proud and 
grateful remembrance those whose life-blood gushed out upon fields 
battle defense their land, their homes and their rights. Gal- 
noble, disinterested, the name Major WHITEFORD DOUGHTY 

RUSSELL will recorded with those the brave and knightly spirits 


AND 


who drew their swords for freedom and nobly died the cause. 
His stately mien, and martial pride and manly virtues will present 
the minds those who knew him, was, source admiration 
and fond rememberance. With thousands other gallant spirits 
now rests the soil loved well and died defend. 

[Four lines poetry, omitted.] 
Augusta, Ga., July 11th, 1864. 


Augusta Daily Constitutionalist, July 13, 1864. 


Book Reviews and Notes 


The Beleaguered City. Richmond, 1861-1865. Adfred Hoyt Bill. 
(New York: Alfred Knopf, 1946. Pp. xvi, 313, xviii. 
maps. $3.00.) 


During the period the Civil War, what did people Richmond. 
Virginia think about and do, and what rumors did they hear? Indeed, 
what sort life did the Richmonders live? Mr. Bill has written 
book-full this information. not very pleasant picture 
draws: but that not because Mr. Bill Yankee (Southerners 
today use that term either humorously endearingly); for un- 
commonly anxious divest himself any the feeling toward 
Southerners which characterized the Yankees 1861-1865. fact, 
Mr. Bill could have made the picture even more unpleasant and still 
have been within the bounds truth. Yet, this not say that 
the author gave completely balanced account life within the 
“Beleaguered City.” There was more the attractive side that could 
have found place the book; and, also, there was more the 
seamy side that could have been worked with effective results 
far good story and the truth are concerned. The records the 
police court would have yielded tons pay-dirt. Mr. Bill’s narrative 
gives evidence that used the his chief clase-up source 
information. amazing that this hyper-critical sheet was al- 
lowed continue throughout the war—that fact the best evidence 
that the Confederate administration was not dictatorship. Had Mr. 
Bill balanced Examiner with the Sentinel would 
have presented more friendly and understanding appraisal Pres- 
ident Davis and his government. 

Social activities among the high and the low, the steadily mounting 
prices everything that people bought, the military situation around 
Richmond and throughout the Confederacy rumor fact had 
thousand and one blocks make this mosaic. Even so, Mr. 
Bill might have said much more about theatrical activities Rich- 
mond—Ogden should have had least page two instead the 
two line which got; the Confederate Congress was worth great 
deal more attention than received. mere recital some the 
doings the villianous Congressman would have made lively 
reading, discreditable they were the government which tol- 
erated him. 

book rich details this one, could hardly escape some slight 
blunders its author; and author not long seasoned Southern 
fact and fiction could scarcely hope avoid some mistakes mind 
and heart. not correct speak the party designation 
Whig early 1803 (p. 4); was not Nat Taylor but Nat Turner 


who gave his name the famous insurrection (p. 10); “The Bonny 
Blue Flag” could not have been sung late 1860 was not 
written for some months yet (p. 28); Fort Sumter not “in the midst 
Charleston harbor” but the midst the entrance the harbor 
(p. 32); erroneous say that “commissions were not sought after” 
the early days the war (p. 59); the town Florence not, 
North Carolina but South Carolina (p.168); blockade-runners were 
not going into Savannah after April, 1862 (p. 183); and repeat the 
old charges that the Confederates were responsible for the break- 
down the exchange prisoners (p. 198) and that the Fort Pillow 
garrison was massacred (p. 201) does honor sound historical 
scholarship. 

Yet, Mr. Bill has brought life again this book the “Beleaguered 
City,” the capital the Confederacy, heroic and shabby. 


Lincoln the President. Springfield Gettysburg. Randall. 
(New York: Dodd, Mead Company, 1945. pp. xxiv, 395; II, pp. 
viii, 439. $7.50.) 

Out the deluge writings Abraham Lincoln that has been 
over-flowing the country since 1865, few much length are the work 
careful scholars. the latter, the one which most readily comes 
mind the two-volume study Albert Beveridge, which 
entitled Abraham Lincoln, 1809-1858. Beveridge did not live finish 
his task; thus failing reach the war years, which represent the 
most important and most interesting part Lincoln’s life. And now 
comes Professor Randall, the University Illinois, who brings 
with him ripe knowledge and careful scholarship; he, two 
volumes, attempts fill the gap left Beveridge, but has space 
portray Lincoln and his times only through his Gettysburg address 
1863. Professor Randall gives promise completing his study later, 
but subsequent volume volumes will presumably not the 
present series (American Political Leaders, edited Allan Nevins). 
This work, though dealing principally with Lincoln, the President, 
goes back for ample foundation which build the President and 
his war. 

Professor Randall does not agree that the war was altogether Lin- 
coln’s war. reassesses the period compromise preceding the 
firing Fort Sumter, and absolves Lincoln from any trickery 
maneuvering the South into firing the fort; the author also does 
not charge Lincoln with blundering into war; but can mildly 
inferred from this study that the least statesmanlike part Lincoln’s 
career was between the time was elected president and the time 
when was inaugurated. Lincoln’s silence during this period—his 


failure say publicly reassuring work for the South—is almost op- 
pressive. 
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Professor Randall makes Lincoln neither saint nor sinner, but, like 
most responsible historians, places him somewhere about the golden 
mean. McClellan comes out these pages much better general, 
more substantial character, and sounder patriot, than has 
been held many writers the past, and even some consid- 
standing today. The author firm ground here; time 
‘that those who not know should find out and accept the fact that 
the Radicals were highly critical McClellan because was Demo- 
crat and that they feared might bring the war end before 
they had had chance establish hard and vindictive policy for 
the conquered South. Lincoln’s dropping McClellan is, therefore, none 
his credit, either strategist statesman—but this is. not, 
necessarily, Professor Randall’s conclusion. 

various ways, Professor Randall reassesses Lincoln and those 
around him. makes the home-life the Lincolns much more at- 
tractive than has been the pleasure some writers describe it; 
Mrs. Lincoln was loving and comforting wife. The Ann Rutledge 
evidence re-sifted; there was Ann Rutledge, but the part she 
played Lincoln’s life before well after her death “has been 
greatly exaggerated—or rather, fabricated.” 

This the most scholarly work Lincoln far written and 
interesting scholarly. Those who read this biography 


will look forward the volumes which will bring life 
close. 


Red Galluses Story Georgia Politics). Allen Lumpkin 
Henson. (Boston, Mass.: House Edinboro Publishers, 1945. Pp. 
269 $3.) 

This work sort biographical interpretation Tal- 
madge, which designed apparently campaign document 
the former governor’s race for re-nomination for the governorship 
1946. Mr. Henson, the author, who has been the Georgia 
political picture almost long has Mr. Talmadge, gives much at- 
tention the ways and tricks politicians. For instance his chapter 
“The Art Photography” tells how take pictures promote 
best the political fortunes candidate—a tightly grouped segment 
small political rally may made convey the impression that 
there were thousands present. With well-seasoned wisdom, Mr. Hen- 
son also offers other advice which candidates for office might also 
weight. finds that Mr. Talmadge has made few political mistakes 
and has made hero the ex-governor does not admit that 
the “wild Man from Sugar Creek” ever did reprehensible unwise 
thing office. 

According Mr. Henson, Mr. Talmadge conservative the 
brand that was developed out the Reconstruction Period, modern 
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representative those people who made the Constitution 1877 and 
one who determined defend those principles the last. The 
author did not pursue this interpretation far one might wish; 
for although there much truth Mr. Talmadge’s conservatism, 
sort product the old plantation system, yet would hard 
justify many Mr. Talmadge’s methods conservative. 

There enough biographical information about Mr. Talmadge 
make his career reasonably clear, yet the reader will likely develop the 
feeling that more should have been told. But this the author has 
taken pains establish: That Eugene Talmadge comes long- 
established American family, well grounded the soil for genera- 
tions. Thus, Mr. Talmadge has always been made appear the 
farmer’s candidate, the champion the “one-gallus” man. 

Mr. Henson has written with political acumen and style some- 
what picturesque times, when speaking the newspapers 
one occasion, “They flashed headlines across the front pages like 
forks lightning, stabbing blistering jabs for the audacious 
farmer [Mr. Talmadge] who had dared stick his guns.” (p. 76) 
Mr. Henson has unsteady stride when turns history, brought 
chiefly laudable state pride but indefensible beyond the 
limits fact. few examples are: The public school which Mr. 
Talmadge attended Forsyth was “one the first Georgia” (p. 20) 
state-wide school system had been going for twenty years more 
when this school was set up. Strangely contradictory this state- 
ment another that Georgians were the first America “to levy 
taxes upon their property support public schools,” (p. 39) which 
statement also erroneous. Georgia founded “the nation’s first col- 
leges for women” (p. 39)—Georgia founded the first woman’s college 
grant degrees but not the first woman’s college. Bessie Tift Col- 
lege “the nation’s second oldest college for women,” (p. 33)— 
equally erroneous. The railroad from Forsyth Macon made the 
former place “the first inland town Georgia connect with 
stream open navigation,” (p. 33)—the Central Georgia did not 
reach Macon until 1843, and the road Monroe was built later; the 
Georgia road connected Athens with Augusta 1841. “Sherman 
once marched into Macon,” (p. 217)—neither Sherman nor any 
his troops ever marched into Macon. year two after the Con- 
stitution began” the Journal was founded (p. 252)—to exact 
was fifteen years later. was typographical error, doubt, which 
placed the founding date the Constitution 1886 instead 1868. 

political biography this work valuable aid under- 
standing Georgia’s recent past. 


Georgia’s Planting Prelate. Including Address Horticulture 
Macon, Georgia, 1851 the Right Reverend Stephen Elliott, Jr. 
[Edited] Hubert Owens. (Athens, Ga.: University Georgia 
Press, 1945. $2.00.) 

This brochure is, for the most part, the address which Stephen 
Elliott made Macon. Professor Owens, the editor, has the first 
dozen pages given summary and appreciation life, and 
has twenty-one footnotes (placed the end) explained various 
points the address. The whole work well done, the author, 
the editor, and the publishers. Rag paper used and the 
binding and printing are beautifully done. Unfortunately Professor 
Owens does not indicate whether this reprint the address 
whether now first published from manuscript. fact, first 
appeared David Lewis, editor, Transactions the South Central 
Agricultural Society, from its Organization 1846 1851, with 
Introduction Giving the Origin and Brief History the Society 
David Lewis, Esq., Secretary the Society (Macon, Ga., 1852). 

the address Bishop Elliott shows remarkable knowledge 
Southern horticulture and here makes plea for awakening 
the Southern people their opportunities along these lines. Nature 
has done much; the people have done practically nothing investigate 
and systematize landscaping and horticultural possibilities. Then one 
one the Bishop takes the fruits that flourish the South and 
gives hints how make the most them. closes with plea 
for the organization horticultural society for Georgia. Professor 


Owens deserves congratulations for republishing this interesting 
address. 


Jonathan Dickinson’s Journal or, God’s Protecting Providence. Being 
the Narrative Journey from Port Royal Jamaica Philadelphia 
between August 23, 1696 and April 1697. Edited Evangeline 
Walker and Charles McLean Andrews. (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1945. Pp. 252. Illustrations, $3.00). 

Jonathan Dickinson was well-to-do trader Jamaica who 1696 
set out for Philadelphia. His ship was wrecked off the coast 
Florida near Jupiter Inlet. and company survivors made 
their way northward canoes charge the Indians and finally 
reached St. Augustine, where the Spaniards treated them well. Bet- 
ter outfitted, they set out again canoes, skirting the coast and 
through various inlets until they reached Charleston. Here 
they took passage ship for Philadelphia. This narrative 
remarkably detailed its description the customs the Indians 
and the country which Dickinson skirted. Many the places 
noted are readily identifyable. Most this journal deals with the 
the Florida coast St. Augustine. 


The editing this work remarkably complete and scholarly. 
Charles Andrews died before the work was completed, but his 
wife continued the editing with the well-known ability that character- 
ized her husband. The journal makes only pages this book; 
the remainder consists the introduction and appendices. The 
give biographies all the characters mentioned the journal, 
valuable information the historical and geographical setting (in- 
cluding excellently executed maps the coast from Jupiter Inlet 
Charleston), full discussions the original journal and all its various 
reprints, and critical commentary the reliability the narrative. 
The book, itself, attractively made up. The thanks all who are 
interested early American history are due the Andrews. 


The South Carolina Rice Plantation. Revealed the Papers 
versity Chicago Press, 1945. Pp. xxii, 478. Frontispiece and Map. 
$5.00.) 

This judicious selection between 500 and 600 letters and 
other documents from the greater mass the Allston Papers the 
possession the South Carolina Historical Society. These papers re- 
late Allston, who was not only prominent rice planter 
but statesman the extent becoming governor South Carolina 
the eighteen-hundred-fifties. Some the papers, however, relate 
the period before Allston was active and the period after his 
death 1864. 

should expected, they deal mostly with his plantation activ- 
ities. Their specific importance the historian and the general 
reader whose interests lead him into the details the social and 
economic background the antebellum, bellum, and postbellum 
South, are indicated the following divisions under which the editor 
has classified them: “Allston Family Letters,” “Overseers’ Reports 
and Other Documents,” “Slave Documents,” “Factors’ Correspondence,” 
and “Miscellany.” Professor Easterby has distilled much the sig- 
nificance the Allston Collection and included here “Intro- 
duction.” has not over-edited the letters, but where his intro- 
duction has not made clear the importance people points has 
done footnotes. 

This work valuable addition the history the South, both 
collection documents which the researcher may use well 
narrative strung out through letters cultured people whose thoughts 
here revealed are interesting life itself. 
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The Farmer’s Last Frontier. _Agriculture, 1860-1897. Alfred 
Shannon. (The Economic History the United States, Volume 
New York: Farrar Hinehart, Inc., 1945. Pp. xiv, 434. Illustrations, 
Figures, Graphs, Tables. $5.00. 

This history American agriculture from 1860 1897. The 
author has chosen omit the technical developments the agri- 
cultural field and confine himself farmers and their problems. 
This approach naturally leads Professor Shannon into such subjects 
the public domain, labor supply, crops, livestock, farm mechaniza- 
tion, finance and marketing problems, governmental aid, farmers’ 
organizations, and farmer uprisings culminating the Populist move- 
ment. Within this scheme the author deals with special sections 
the country the West, the South, and the East. 

necessity such study must weighted heavily with many 
statistics and other minutiae, which make the narrative times 
somewhat less than easy reading; but Professor Shannon frequently 
writes with incisive conviction bordering sometimes dogma- 
tatism and here and there further enlivens the account with telling 
anecdote saying. Although Professor Shannon critical his- 
torian who has worked his way position where may speak with 
authority, sometimes appears uncritical when says that the 
Negroes the Sea Islands had short time “made improvements 
the land exceeding the previous valuation accumulating over two 
centuries plantation improvement,” (p. 84) and is, course, 
not fact that the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (or any other rail- 
road 1861) ran from Baltimore “to the Ohio River opposite Cin- 
cinnati.” (p. 102). 

This Volume the first appear The Economic History 
the United States, projected nine volumes. made 
attractive fashion and marks high standard for the rest the 
volumes. 
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